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Chapter VII 


(Continued) 


‘How To Deal With Those Who 
Have Difficulties 


XII. “I Have No Feeling”’ 


This is a very common diiffi- 
culty. There are many who wish 
to come to Christ, but do not think 
they can come because they have 
not the proper feeling. The first 
thing to do in such a case, is to 
find out what feeling the inquirer 
thinks it is necessary to have in 
order to become a Christian. 


1. “The Joy and’ Peace that 
Christians Tell About’’ 

The feeling that many inquirers 
are waiting for is the joy and 
peace that Christians speak of. Of 
course the thing to do in such a 
case, is to show the inquirer that 
this joy and peace is the result 
of coming to Christ, and that we 
cannot expect the result before 
we come. The first passage to 
use to show this is Galatians 5:22: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith.” 

This shows that joy and peace 
are the fruit of the Spirit, and we 
cannot expect to have the fruit of 
the Spirit until we have received 
the Spirit, and we cannot receive 
the Spirit until we have accepted 
Christ. This is brought out very 


clearly in Ephesians 1:13: 


“In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in 
whom also, AFTER THAT YE 
BELIEVED, ye were sealed with 
that holy Spirit of promise.” 

Emphasize the point that it is 
after we believe that we are sealed 

(Continued on page 10) 
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I. What Is a Backslider? 

II. Why People Backslide; The Old Adamic N 
Ill, The Sorrows of Backsliding 
IV. Backsliders; Saved or Lost? 

V. How to Get Back to Full Fellowship With God 


“The backslider 
ways.’—Proverbs 14:14. 


vature 


in heart shall be filled with his own 


“Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy back- 
sliding shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is 


an evil thing and bitter, 


that thou hast forsaken the Lord 


thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God 


of hosts.’—Jeremiah 2:19. 


London Crusade Closes 


BILLY GRAHAM TEAM SPEAKS TO MORE THAN TWO 
MILLION PERSONS IN LONDON CRUSADE; 120,000 
PERSONS OVERFLOW WEMBLEY STADIUM 
FOR FINAL MEETING; CONTINENTAL 
TOUR FOLLOWS 


London,, May 24—SPECIAL— 
Attendance records for evangel- 
istic meetings were shattered in 
London on Saturday, May 22, 
when 120,000 persons filled famed 
Wembley Stadium to capacity and 
overflowed across the playing field 
for the final meeting of the Billy 
Graham Greater London Crusade: 
The Wembley Stadium meeting 
was the second of two “final” 
meetings of the twelve-week cru- 


sade. Earlier in the afternoon, 67,- 
000 persons filled the White City 
Stadium to capacity and beyond. 
Both meetings were held despite 
a cold rain which swept across the 
uncovered portions of the stad- 
iums, resulting in the unfurling of 
literally thousands of umbrellas. 
Scores of early comers spent Fri- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Christians sin. Some of the 
saintliest of God’s people have fal- 
len into outrageous sin. And that 
has puzzled honest hearts, and has 
been the sneer of the wicked down 
through the ages. 

Infidels who hate the Bible have 
claimed that God’s Book is im- 
moral because it tells frankly of 
the frailties and sins of the saints 
of God. But really only God could 
write a book like that, honestly 
telling, without excuse, without 
glossing over, the constant down- 
ward tendency in the human race, 
revealed even in the _ saintliest 
characters. Men who write books 
about their heroes make much of 
their good points and gloss over 
or excuse their sins and failures. 
Men who write books about their 
enemies make much of their sins 
and failures and gloss over their 
good qualities. But the Bible, 
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written by an honest and holy 
God, simply tells the truth about 
mankind, We are a race of sinners, 
and the best men who ever lived 
still sinned. 

The problem of sin is still pres- 
ent with Christians, as real as 
when they were unsaved. Every- 
where I go I find defeated Chris- 
tians, sad Christians who fear that 
God has forsaken them, or who 
doubt that they were ever saved. 
The problem of backsliding is ever 
with us. So I have prepared this 
Bible message to show what is a 
backslider, why people backslide, 
the sorrows and punishment of 


(Continued on page 8) 


billy Graham's Closing Service in London Crusaile 


Wembley Stadium, site of the 1948 Olympics, quickly filled to its 
capacity of 100,000 persons for the closing meeting. of the Billy Graham 
Greater London Crusade on May 22. Despite cold rain which swept across 
the field, thousands standing outside thronged across what the newspapers 


termed “the sacred turf of Wembley.” Here is picture of the Stadium with 
the overflow just beginning to form. Three-quarters of the field was filled 
for the closing service. 


» Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 25, 1954 


Billy Graham’s Amazing London Finale 
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--€rom News of the World Sunday, May 23 
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Kreligious Merting 
Of All Cone 


By GRAHAM STANFORD 


dark rings round his eyes, he told 
me: “It is too early to tell. The 
churches will know later. But I 
leave Britain for the time being 
with the belief that she is on the 
verge of the greatest spiritual 
awakening in her history.” 

Members of his team say he is 
near physical exhaustion. He look- 
ed tired out at the White City, 
but he and his team raced across 
London to Wembley immediately 
the meeting closed. 


And when he spoke to the Stadi- 
um audience his voice was alive 
with vitality. By his side sat Geof- 
frey Fisher, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and other church leaders, 

There was no emotional hys- 
teria; no tension; no mobbing of 
the tall, fair-haired young man 
leading the crusade. 

There was only a 
reverence. ; 

Let us follow this meeting to 
that final scene when thousands, in 
the words of Billy Graham, ‘‘chose 
God.” 

Quietly, 
the crowd to make their decision 
—would they give their lives to 
Christ? 

It they took the decision, would 
they go forward quietly on to the 
cinder track? There they would be 
given cards to be filled in so that 
contact could be made with them 
through their churches. 

Within minutes thousands of 
men, women and teenagers were 
jmoving to the track. They were 
of ail ages; of all classes of society. 

Husbands and wives were hand- 
in-hand with their children; young 
men walked forward alone. They 
moved forward in their thousands 
until. there were at least 10,000 
of them. 

Then Billy Graham spoke again. 
Many of them, he said, might find 
it impossible to get from. their 
places high in the terraces. If that 
was so, would they raise their 
handkerchiefs? 

Within seconds white handker- 
chiefs were fluttering from all 
parts of the Stadium. 

Then gradually those who had 
made their decision moved back 


Billy Graham, the American 
evangelist, believes that Britain is 
on the brink of a great religious 
revival. After the inspiring scene 
at his farewell meeting at Wem- 
biev Stadium last night he had 
some cause for this conviction. 

More than 120,000 people packed 
the vast Stadium to hear the sim- 


Every seat in the stands and 
races was occupied; thousands 
women 
ch ening Bibles Sat under um- 
brellas on the cinder track. Yet it 
was one of the coldest, wettest, 
most miserable May evenings for 
a long time. 

$fhure before the meeting was 
to begin scores of motor coach- 
es brought contingents from all 
parts of the country, Every train 
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very deep 
packed with people talking Billy 
Graham. A veteran Wembley at- 
tendant said the scenes matched 


Cup Final. Many people 


brought sandwiches and vacuum 


Billy Graham 


fiasks and picnicked as they hud- 
died under their umbrellas. Later 
“4n their thousands they were to 
sing hymns bareheaded in the rain 
with no thought of shelter. 


unemotionally he asked 


In the afternoon more than 60,- 
000 heard Billy Graham at the 
White City. That makes 180,000 
people who chose to spend Satur- 
day hearing the message he 
brought. ‘ 

After it was all over and as the 
crowd streamed home, Billy Gra- 
ham did not exult. Very pale, with 


quietly to their places as a choir 
of more than 4,000 sang “‘The Lord 
is my Shepherd.” 

Dr. Fisher moved to a battery 
of 11 microphones and there was 
scarcely a movement in the Stadi- 
um as he said a siniple prayer 
and gave a blessing. 

It was the culmination of prob- 
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of Christianity can be 


ably the greatest religious meet- 
ing: ever held in Britain. More 
than an hour after Billy Graham 
had left hundreds of people were 


singing hymns outside the Stadium, 
rand they sang as they moved slow- 


ly along in queues for the Tube 
and special trains. 


“This beats anything the United 


‘States can do—and that includes 


Texas,” Billy Graham had _ told 
the audience earlier. 

“But the crusade really begins 
to-morrow. Fill your churches both 
morning and night. Make it the 
greatest day the churches have 
known for years.” 

He attempted nothing that he 
had not done before at Harringay. 
Just simple hymns and the great 
choir, drawn from the churches 
of London, who sang in the rain 
as they have never sung before. 
Billy Graham’s talk was simple 
and as old sas the _ hills—follow 
Christ’s teaching and start a new 
life. 

But to many thousands at Wem- 
bley I think it pounded out some 
new exciting message. WiK the 
message remain? As Billy Graham 
said once more before he left: 
“Only time will tell.” 


Wednesday, May 19, 1954 


The Evening News 


THE WILL TO 
HEAR 


Day after day, six days a week 
for the past three months, Billy 
Graham, the American evangelist, 
has crowded the Harringay Arena. 
His campaign reaches its climax 
this week with a great meeting at 
Wembley. 

Doctor Graham, prophesying a 
great spiritual awakening in 
Britain, has himself assessed 
the worth of his work with 


limpid sincerity and modesty. 
In figures alone it is. ex- 
tremely impressive: approaching 


a million-and-a-half people have 
attended his meetings; more than 
28,000 have signed cards pledging 
themselves to renewing and retain- 
ing connections with the Church in 
their neighborhood and to making 
the effort to become effective, 
practicing, witnessing Christians. 
Of these 28,000 a considerable per- 
centage were people under 25 years 
of age. \ 


Evangelism 

It is possible to be disdainful 
about Dr. Billy Graham’s methods, 
approach and technique in the task 
of evangelism. 

Every genuine evangelist, across 
the centuries in which Christian 
life has ebbed and flowed, has 
faced this kind of criticism, the re- 
formers of the 16th century knew 
it; Wesley knew it; the Oxford 
Movement and the Salvation Army 
knew it. Our Lord Himself, in the 
years of His own sojourn upon 
earth, was not unacquainted with 
the Pharisees. 

But the simple, stirring truth 
remains: that thousands to whom 
Christian faith and teaching meant 
nothing have been awakened to 
what Christians believe to be the 
whole meaning and purpose of 
human existence. 


Precious Gift 

God calls, and He calls to each 
human soul in terms that are 
comprehensible and urgent—grant- 
ed the willingness to listen and 
understand. It is Dr. Graham’s 
precious gift that he is capable 
of evoking that willingness. He 
uses his gift sincerely and straight- 
forwardly in a fashion which he 
believes will serve God and man- 
kind. 


It is idle (or something worse} 


than idle) to jeer and sneer. It is 
one of the most repeated bromides 
of our time that men and women 
are desperately in need of a faith; 
the powers of evil—in Nazi Ger- 
many and elsewhere—have ruth- 
lessly exploited that need. 

If the splendour and the strength 
brought 
home to those in need is it not 
better to be humbly and profound- 
ly thankful that an evangelist of 
Dr. Graham's quality has come to 
Britain? 


From Evening News, Saturday, May 23, Front page Souvenier edition 


The Voice That 
Has Cast a Spell 


Over Millions 
By FELIX BARKER 


What went ye out into the wilderness for 
to see? A reed shaken with the wind?...A 
prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more 


than a prophet. 
St. Luke, Chap. 7. 


THIS AFTERNOON MORE THAN 160,- 
000 PEOPLE ARE CONVERGING ON THE 
TWO GREAT NORTH LONDON STADI- 
UMS OF THE WHITE CITY AND iad 
BLEY. 


They are coming in special trains and by coach, some 
from the Midlands and as far away as Liverpool; they are 
coming by car, by bicycle, and on foot. 

They are coming to see and hear one man. 

To give him his full name he is William Franklin Gra; 
ham. 

He. however, has no doubt of the way he would prefer 
to be known by t the huge crowds this afternoon and evening. 
Just plain—Billy Graham. For modesty and self-deprecation 
are the hall-marks of this young man of 35 from the farm- 
lands of North Carolina, 


‘Triumph of a Modest Young Man 


But however much he may shrug off his attainments— 
“Y’m not a good preacher, I’m only a fair sort of minister,” 
he has said—he cannot but be aware of the triumph this 
afternoon represents. 


He would insist that he is only the mouthpiece of Christ, 
Whose gospel he preaches, but there is no doubt that by the 
force of his own personality he has brought to this great 
climax one of the most remarkable evangelical campaigns 
this country has ever seen. 


Night after night for the last three months he has filled 
the 11,000 seats at Harringay, and even this arena has not 
been big enough to hold all who wanted to hear him. 


His voice was relayed to the hundreds standing outside 
and special Post Office lines have been used to carry his 
voice far beyond London to churches, halls and mission huts 
all over Britain. 

In Bournemouth 15 halls were wired on one night, and 
his soft Southern accent has been heard as far away as Glas- 
gow and Cardiff and Southampton. 


Conversion Without Fireworks 


By the time he slips his well-worn Bible under his arm and steps 
from the platform at Wembley this evening he will have been seen 
by rather more than 1, 300, 000 people. 

All this makes it a little difficult to believe that Billy Graham 
was no more than a name three months ago and to recall what we 
first felt about him. 


Huge posters all over London and a wave of publicity from 
America set up in many an initial reaction of distaste. 

Ahead of him came stories of loud ties and lapel-microphones, 
of his radio show and his bible-punching sermons in which he gave 
exact specifications about the size of Heaven. He was said to have 
a cowboy singer and an All-American footballer on his evangelical 


“team.” 


A country which is accustomed to take its religion quietly could 
only view all this with the deepest mistrust. 

That was three months ago. To-day that mistrust is completely 
dispelled, Billy Graham is respected, his sincerity unquestioned. The 


Church acknowledges its debt to 


bishop of Canterbury at Wembley 
this evening testifies. 

On the very first day after his 
arrival many of us realised that 
we should have to readjust our 
ideas about this young evangelist. 

I remember how, on the occa- 
sion when I first met him at 
Central Hall, Westminster, he 
spiked all guns by anticipating 
this critical reaction. 

“I want you to know,” he said, 
“that I have not come to London 


to brag. The team has not come 


here to whip your people up into 
a frenzy of emotionalism.” 


Surprises | 


His quiet, straightforward an- 
swers to questions were reassur- 
ing.. That talk about the size of 
Heaven he dismissed with a smile 
as a boyhood indiscretion which 


him as the presence of the Arch- 


a 
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he asked should not be held 
against him. Other prejudices fad- 
ed rapidly. 

And so it was with mounting 
interest and considerably more 
friendliness that many went 
through the bitter sleet of that 
March night to Harringay when 
Billy Graham opened his Greater 
London Crusade. 


Here came another surprise. We 
had expected great oratory, terrific 
verbal fireworks. How else had he 
won so many converts, swayed 
such vast audiences in the United 
States during the last five years? 

But we found what he freely 
admits—that he is not a great 
preacher. He has humour and 
liveliness and great aplomb, but 
no particularly original ideas with 
Which to develop his_ spiritual 


theme, 
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Page Three 


_. His Secret 


' Yet his words carried his vast 
fudience with him. One thing was 
immediately obvious. He soon had 
everyone under his spell. 

What is his secret? Well, I 
have no doubt the psychologist 
would have very pat theories about 
ft being a form of mass hypnosis. 
But I will give you the answer 
which he gave me when I put the 
question to him. “I give all the 
credit to God,” he said without 
any hesitation. 


In a more general way, he puts 
his success in this country down 
to the fact that “there is a deep 
Bpiritual hunger on the part of 
the British people.” 


The Climax 


As he sees it, faced as we are 
With all the modern scientific in- 
ventions of destruction, we now 
realise our own inadequacy. In our 
perplexities we have turned to 


The most controversial and in- 
teresting feature of Billy Gra- 
ham’s campaign has been the cli- 
max to every meeting when he has 
invited members of his audience to 
*“‘make a decision for Christ’’—that 
Is to come forward and declare 
that they feel the need for Christ 
and want help. 


More than 28,000 people in Lon- 
don have done this. That is rather 
over two per cent of his audience. 
Each of these “inquirers’ as he 
calls them has been seen person-: 
ally by a counsellor and particulars 
Bent to the nearest church and 
clergyman. 


During the next nine months, 
and after Billy Graham is back 
in the States, there is to be a close 
“follow-up” of these converts to 


make sure that their initial fer- 
vour is kept alive. 


Spearhead 


Among the inquirers has been} 


a Northumberland collier who took 
his annual holiday last month so 
that he could come to London for 


the meetings. At the other end of} 


the scale there have been profes- 
sional people and what Billy Gra- 
ham, with a certain Transatlantic 
vagueness, calls “lords and ladies.” 

He particularly welcomes con- 
verts from what he terms “in- 
tellectual circles” and makes no 
bones about his conviction that 
thinking and _ intelligent people 
must be the spearhead of a spirit- 
ual campaign. “From there,” he 


“|says, “it gets to the man in the 


street,” 

It is perhaps for this reason 
that while he has not gone much 
outside London during his stay 
he has taken care to visit the 
senior universities. At Cambridge 
he spoke to an undergraduate audi- 
ence of 3,500—about half the total 
number at Cambridge—and to- 
morrow he goes to Oxford. 

Every evangelist must hope that 
he leaves the place where he has 
worked and preached better than 
when he arrived, but Billy Gra- 
ham says that it will need two 
years before he can judge the 
value of the Greater London Cru- 
sade which ends to-day. 

But he leaves London—probably 
to return next year—with hope 
and on a note of prophecy. For 
there is evidence, he firmly asserts, 
that this country is on the verge 
of the greatest spiritual awaken- 
ing in its history. 


This is he of whom it is writ- 
ten, Behold, Isend my messen- 
ger before thy face which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. 


From the LONDON EVENING 
NEWS, May 23, Saturday 


Bil Beet aee 


Here are some views on Billy 
Graham’s campaign. 

Dr. Norman Goodall, chairman 
of the Congregational Union and 
International Missionary Council: 
“There can be no doubt that Dr. 
Graham’s ministry in this country 
has quickened the spiritual life 
of thousands of men and women 
and led to personal decisions which 
will bear rich ‘fruit in years to 
come. I for one am deeply grateful 
for his coming and for the spirit 
in which he has served among us.” 

Rev. Donald O. Soper, president 
of the Methodist Conference: “It 
is now up to us within the church 
in England to gather in those who 
have been influenced by this cam- 
paign and to weld them together 
in the living fellowship of the 
Christian Church.” 

Rev. R. L. Child, president of 
the Baptist Union: “It is safe to 
say that Dr. Graham’s crusade 
will be remembered in this coun- 
try for many a long day. Some 
reasons for this are obvious: ex- 
tremely competent organization 
with lavish publicity and infectious 
music accompaniments have given 
an impact whose extent is reflected 
in the vast audiences which at 
Harringay and elsewhere have lis- 
tened to Dr. Graham.” 


SINCERITY 
—And Prayer 


Of the deeper significd#ice of all 


CLIMAX 
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MEMORABLE 


TO 


LONDON’S CRUSADE 


“This is God's Moment” says Dr. Graham 


+ Bewilderment 


of the Secular 


Press 
By Dr. C. T. Cook 


To find writers in the popular 
press employing superlative terms 
to describe an evangelistic service 
is a new experience in this coun- 
try; but, for once, the reporters 
who attended Dr. Billy Graham’s 
two immense rallies on Saturday 
Jast were moved to unconcealed 
amazement. One who attempted 
to portray the scene in the Empire 
Stadium at Wembley, where 120,- 
000 people overflowed the usual 
accommodation, described it as a 
“fabulous, almost unbelievable 
spectacle.” Another alluded to the 
evangelist as “the phenomenal 
Billy Graham,” while yet another 
was moved to call the scene ‘the 
greatest religious meeting of all 
time,” and from the standpoint of 
numbers he was probably correct. 

The Wembley authorities, on this 
occasion, waived the limit of 100,- 
000 which they allow for a foot- 
ball cup final, and those people 
who came late were permitted to 
gather on the turf in front of Dr. 
Graham’s improvized platform, 
with its none-too-adequate canvas 
top as a protection against show- 


‘ers. 


A New Record 


No preacher in history has ever 
faced an audience as large as Billy 
Graham had at Wembley. Three 
hours earlier he had addressed 
over 65,000 packed into the White 
City Stadium, so that, in all, he 
spoke face to face to about 185,000 
mep and women, marking a new 
record in evangelism. Nor was 


that all, for half an hour of the4 


proceedings was broadcast over 
the B.B.C’s Light Programme; thus 
the total number who gave atten- 


‘tion to the evangelist’s message 


must have run into millions. Some 
of the organized parties had come 
by train and coach from places as 
far from Wembley as Wales and 
Scotland. We were credibly in- 
formed that there was not a motor 
coach to be had in all the London 


area; all had been hired either for 
the White City or Wembley, and it 
was not difficult to believe it when 
one looked out upon a sea of 
coaches and private cars covering 
many acres of parking space. 


Bad Weather 


The day was dull and cold, with 
intermittent showers during the 
afternoon and evening a circum- 
stance which would have chilled 
the heart of most gatherings, but 
nothing could damp the enthusi- 
asm of this crowd. Those who 
could not get seats were prepared 
to stand In the open, in some cases 
for four and five hours, and it was 
not surprising that toward the end 
of the day the ambulance person- 
nel were kept busy attending to 
cases of fainting. Dr. Grady Wil- 
son told us that in the’ United 
States a shower of rain such as 
that which fell more than once 
during the meetings would have 
caused the audience to disperse. It 
was otherwise at Wembley. 


A battery of microphones in 
front of the reading desk and 
powerful loudspeakers carried the 
voices of those who took part to 
every quarter of the stadium, al- 
though the reception was not per- 
fect as it was at Harringay. Nearly 
forty Christian leaders were seated 
on the platform with Dr. Graham, 
who arrived with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Moderator 
of the Free Church Federal Coun- 
cil (Rev. E. Benson Perkins). 
Among the others were Dr. E. A. 
Payne, Rev. Francis House (Di- 
rector of Religious Broadcasting, 
B.B.C.), Rev. Colin Roberts, Col. 
Bernard Booth, of the Salvation 
Army, Rev. Dr. G, E. Jay (Chap- 
lain to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury), members of the Executive 
Committee, and leading members 
of the Team. 


“The Lord Mayor of London, Sir 
Noel Bowater, with the Lady 


<= 
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Mayoress, Lady Bowater, and 
many other distinguished. visitors, 
including members of both Houses 
of Parliament, were accommodated 
in the Royal Box. 


The meeting opened with the 
American and British National 
Anthems, followed by the singing 
of “Blessed Assurance” and “All 
hail the power of Jesus’ Name.” 
George Beverly Shea’s deep base 
voice came over well as he sang 
“The love of God is greater far,” 
and a little later, the negro spirit- 
ual, “He’s got the whole wide 
world in His hands.’ The choir 
sang the Hallelujah Chorus; Dr. 
Grady Wilson read Psalm 100, and 
Dr. Paul Rees part of Ephesians 2, 
after which Rev. E. Benson Per- 
kins led in prayer. 

Then came a brief statement 
from General Wilson-Haffenden, 
in which he bore testimony to the 
unity of spirit that had distin- 
guished the Crusade Committee 
through the many months of 
preparation. They had, he said, 
been greatly encouraged by the’ 
world-wide volume of prayer on 
behalf of the Crusade. They had 
even heard of prayer meetings be- 
hind the Iron and the Bamboo 
Curtains. Clergy and ministers, 
particularly in the London area, 
had rallied to their support, while 
the fine work of Dr. Graham and 
his team had called forth their 
admiration. He believed the aston- 
ishing success of the Crusade was 
due to the fact that it had been 
conceived in faith, based on the 
Word of God, and carried out by 
the Holy Ghost Himself. 


Dr. Graham, who divided his 
message into two sections, first 
paid tribute to those who had en- 
couraged him. Then Mr. Roy Cat- 
tell announced the offering, after 
4vhich the choir, under Mr. Cliff 
Barrow’s leadership sang the im- 
pressive version of the Lord’s 
Prayer which has been a favorite 
item at Harringay, and that was 
followed by George Beverly Shea’s 
solo: “I'd rather have Jesus.” 


Heart-Hunger 


The sight of this immense con- 
course was an overwhelming ex- 
perience, and especially so for Dr. 
Graham. He found the explana- 
tion in the universal heart-hunger 
of which the whole Crusade has 
provided ample evidence. People, 


this it is as yet too early to judge. 
But certain features of thé cam- 
paign give ground for hope. First, 


while everyone will not have ac-| 


cepted Dr. Graham’s theology or 
his interpretation of the scriptures, 
few can have met him or heard 
him without being impressed by 
the modesty, sincerity and earnest- 
ness of this young evangelist under 
conditions of quite appalling strain. 


Secondly, there seems to have 
been a generous effort in this 
crusade to appreciate the central 
importance of the church and a 
readiness to work with all Chris- 
tian denominations. Finally, Dr. 
Graham’s appeal has been firmly 
based upon the Bible and has been 
sustained by a volume of prayer of 
unusual dimensions. This feature 
of it should have a great effect. 
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he deslared, had sought to find 
peace in money, in pleasure, and 
even in drink, but they could find 
it only in God. In a direct ap- 
peal to each individual man and 
woman present, he added: “You 
will never find it until you give 
your life to God. And before you 
leave to-day, you can know God; 
you can have new life, a com- 
pletely changed life.” Christ waited 
to be invited into the heart. 


He then appealed to all 
would accept Christ to join a 
Christian church. “Let us make 
to-morrow the greatest day vyvour 
churches have ever known. This 
phase of the .Crusade ends in a 
few minutes, but to-morrow morn- 
in, in thousands of churches, the 
real Crusade will begin.” Then 
came a bold call for immediate 
decision, the keynotes of which 
were the respective challenges of 
Joshua and Moses: ‘“‘Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve,’ and 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” The 
Spiritual conditions in each case, 
he said, were not unlike those of 
to-day, with the people turning 
from God and falling into idolatry. 
In our Western world we had 
been saying, “We don’t need God, 
or the churches, or religion.’ But 
man’s attempt to build a new 
world without God had brought 
mankind to the brink of disaster. 
It was now recognized that the 
fundamental problem was human 
nature itself. " 


who 


Impressive Response 


Everyone, the speaker said in 
conclusion, must make his choice. 
There was no neutral ground. 
When Dr. Graham made an appeal 
for those who wanted Christ to 
come forward there was a most 
impressive response. Soon the 
whole space immediately in front 
of and at the sides of the plat- 
form was filled with inquirers and 
counsellors. The numbers appeared 
greater than they were. Some of 
the newspapers subsequently gave 
the figures as 10,000 and even 
12,000. They counted in the coun- 
sellors as well. In reality, there 
were about 2,200 at Wembley 
whose names and addresses were 
taken, and a similar number had 
previously come forward at the 
White City. The discrepancy _ be- 
tween popular estimates and the 
real figures shows the wisdom ot 
publishing statistics. 


These figures brought the total 
number of inquirers dealt with 
personally in London during the 
three months to just over 35,000. 
In addition there have been sev- 
eral thousand at least who have 
come out at relayed services all 
over the Kingdom. 

The London Rallies were an un- 
forgettable climax. As he saw 
the seekers streaming forward, Dr. 
Graham exclaimed: “We _ have 
never seen a moment like this be- 
fore. It is God’s moment.” And 
all who have stood with him dur- 
ing these weeks and months can 
say the same. It is now for all of 
us to give heed to Dr. Graham’s 
insistent appeal that we should 
regard it not as the end but the 
beginning. May it prove to be 
the threshold of a great spiritual 
awakening throughout our land. 


Dr. Graham at Oxford 


On Sunday evening last Dr. Gra- 
ham preached to a congregation 
of undergraduates in St. Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford. So many came to 
hear him, however, that the over- 
flow had to be content with his 
message being relayed to the Wes- 
ley Memorial Church and to St. 
Peter’s Hall. According to a news- 
paper report several hundred young 
men and women remained behind 
for personal conversation, and 


many lives were surrendered to 
Christ. 


Farewell Dinner 
An opportunity was provided by 
Lord and Lady Luke, in associa- 
tion with an anonymous frien? 
in Texas who bore the expense, 
for Dr. and Mrs. Graham to be 


at the Dorchester Hotel on Mon- 


invited many people prominent in 
Society and in professional life to 
hear Dr. Graham, who in what 
one paper called ‘“‘a sermon at din- 
ner time,” spoke of the naticn’s 
and of the individual’s need of 
God. He bore personal testimony 
as to how Christ had changed his 


the lives of some who were present 


found Christ at Harringay. It wes 
an opportunity to reach “society” 
such as rarely comes to an evan- 
gelist. 

At the invitation of Sir Winston 
Churehill, Dr. Graham spent foriy 
minutes with the Prime Minister 
at 10, Downing-street on Tuesday. 
Beyond remarking that they had 
‘“‘a wonderful talk,” Dr. Grakam 
declined to reveal the nature of 
the conversation. 

After what all his friends hope 
will be a scheduled rest in Scot- 
land—an all-too-brief holiday—Dr. 
Graham will visit Cliff College, 
near Sheffield, where he will ed- 
dress the great annual Whit-Mon- 
day rally, and will also be holding 
one or two private conferences in 
Glasgow. He will then go to the 
Continent, where he is expecting 
to address great meetings in 
Stockholm, Helsinki, Copenhagen, 
Amsterdam, Berlin and Paris, and 
possibly in other cities. He is due 


— 


to return to the United States on 
July 1. 
The subject of his address vas 


a turther study of the excuses 
which people make for not com- 
mitting themselves to Christ, and 
it was based on the parable ‘of 
Luke 14:12-24. Although r. 
Graham has on occasion taken a 
topic.a second time, his addreses 
have never been completely idenfi- 
cal, for he speaks with freedqm 
and. has the gift, which D. .L. 
Moody gommended, of being a®le 
“to think on his feet.’ God invited 
sinners to a banquet, he declared, 
a Gospel banquet where sins are 
forgiven. “All things are now 
ready” was still the invitation. 
No one, he suggested, would re- 
fuse an invitation from the Queen 
to attend a banquet at Buckingham 
Palace, vet multitudes of men and 
women invented excuses for non- 
attendance at a banquet given Dy 
the One to whom the Queen of 
England bowéd in loyal submis- 
sion. The speaker dealt effectively 
in turn with the flimsy excuses he 
had so often met with from people 
who did not want Christ to rule 
their lives. Among them were, “I 
am too wicked; I must wait until 
I am better”; “There are too many 
hypocrites in the church”; “I have 
tried before to be a Christian, 
and failed’; “I am afraid I shall be 
persecuted”; “I am afraid I can- 
not hold out”; and “I cannot 
understand everything in the Gos- 
pel,” ' 


Meeting the Ministers ° 

On Thursday last Dr. Graham 
hela a memorable conference with 
about 2,500 clergy and ministers 
assembled at the Central Hall, 
Westminster. Speaking from *he 
chair, the Bishop of Barking said 
that Dr. Graham had brought new 
life and insptratien to numerous 
ministers and churches. He hack 
given a wonderful demonstration 
of what could happen when the 
Gospel is preached and of ‘the 


famong people of all denomina- 
tions. He was not surprised at 
this, for he had seen it at Detroit, 
when Dr. Graham held a campaign 
there. He suggested that everyone 
had been most pleasantly per- 
|plexed at the size of the Har- 
ringay attendances and at the 
numbers that had come forward. 
He attributed this to the volume 
of prayer ascending from all over 
the world; to the fact that the 
Gospel had been preached with 
authority and conviction, with an 
Old Testament emphasis on “Thus 
saith the Lord’; and, not least, to 
the personality of the preacher, 
whose spiritual sincerity and hu- 
mility has done more than any- 


— 


suspicion. | 
Rev. Frank Colquhoun briefly 


| (Continued on page 6) 


farewelled at a dinner arranged. 


day. The host and hostess had-- 


own life, and had also change’- 


at the gathering—people who ha 


unity that it is possible to create — 


thing else to remove prejudice and 
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Eddie Martin in County-Wide Campaign of Baptist Churches, Paris, Texas 


The daily newspaper labelled the above crowd “of over 
6,000 eager listeners” as the “largest crowd ever to assemble 
for any kind of event in Lamar County.” Note how far the 
crowd extends beyond the tent. The closing Sunday night 
crowd was larger yet. 340 conversions, 384 backsliders re- 


claimed, and we are told that 


decision publicly to read the Bible daily, to start a family 


altar and personal prayer life, 


will of God. Eddie Martin preached to all the civic clubs, to 
5,000 young people in the city and county schools; had daily 
radio services. Most of the converts were baptized. 

The Eddie Martin party began a three-weeks’ crusade in 
Greenville, North Carolina, on June 6. 


thousands of people made the 


and to live surrendered to the 


Evangelists 0 


By Evangelist Bill Rice 
Director, Sword Staff of Evangelists 


the Sword 


Staff Evangelists Men of Good Character, Modest Financial 
Requirements, Never Major on Minors, Strengthen 
Churches, Win Souls 


The Sword Staff of Evangelists 
is composed of young men who, 
like the first deacons in the Book 
of Acts, are men of good report. 
Each of them is well-trained, 
clean of mind and body, and each 
one has been definitely called of 
God to do the work of an evan- 
gelist. These men are doctrinally 
sound to the core. Everyone of 
them believes in the inspiration of 
the Bible, the virgin birth, the 
deity of Christ, the blood atone- 
ment, salvation by faith alone, etc. 
They do not major on minors—al- 
ways strive to unite and bless a 
church rather than to cause divi- 
sions and dissension. None of them 
are money-minded. Each one of 
them is very modest in his fin- 
ancial requirements. And each one 
of them makes soul winning his 
major busincss. 

As a rule, the reports of these 
men are included with other good 
evangelists in our column, “With 
the Evangelists.” Today, however, 
I have a number of splendid re- 
ports from the men of the Sword 
Staff of Evangelists on my desk at 
one time, and felt that you would 
know these men better if I went 
into some detail about how these 
men operate and the results they 
get. 


Financial Requirements 


None of these men set any def- 
inite price on their services. Each 
one of them is willing to go to any 
church, large or small, as the Lord 
leads and simply trust God to 
care for his needs. We suggest 
that the church pay their travel- 
ing expenses from the point of last 
engagement, provide them with 
board and room during the cam- 
paign, and give them a love of- 
fering the last three nights of the 
campaign. 

Below you will read recent re- 
ports of revival campaigns con- 
ducted by these men. Of course 
these men are sometimes in large 
churches, sometimes in small ones, 
and sometimes in union revivals. 
The reports given below have not 
been especially selected, but are 


desk at this minute. Some of them 
are reports of large revival cam- 
paigns and some are reports of 
small ones. But all of them, I be- 
lieve, will give you a good idea of 
what these men are doing. You 
will notice references to “ex- 
penses submitted to church.” This 
includes travel expense from point 
of last engagement and whatever 
meals, etc., the evangelist paid for 
during the campaign out of his 
own pocket. 
LLOYD BARDOWELL 

Evangelist Lioyd Bardowell is 
the youngest man on our staff, 
but I mention 
him first simp- 
ly because he is 
first alphabetic- 
ally. He is prob- 
ably so excited 
these days that 
he could not tell 
you if his name 
began with a “B” or a “Z’—he 
and his lovely young wife are ex- 
citedly awaiting the arrival of a 
little Bardowell! 

April 9 through 18, Lloyd was 
with the Calvary Baptist Church 
of Jefferson City, Missouri. Rev. 
Alfred Thornton is pastor of this 
church, During the campaign, 
there were 139 conversions and 54 
rededications. There were 6 fam- 
ilies that pledged to have daily 
Bible reading and prayer in the 
home. 

The evangelist’s traveling and 
other expenses which were sub- 
mitted to the church amounted to 
$42. 

April 20 through May 2, Evan- 
gelist Bardowell was with the 
First Baptist Church of Depew, 
Oklahoma, of which the Rev. W. 
T. Broughton is the pastor. Dur- 
ing this campaign, there were 28 
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conversions and 43 rededications, 
and 4 families to begin family al- 
tars. 

Expenses submitted 
church amounted to $38. 


to the 


JOE B. RICE 
March 30 through April 11, Joe 
was with the Baptist church of 
Gray, Maine, of 
which Rev. 
Harold Small is 
the pastor. Dur- 
ing this cam- 
paign, there 
were 25 conver- 
sions, 7 rededi- 


cations, and 8 
to begin family altars. 
Expenses submitted to the 


church were $15. 

Joe is one of the best personal 
workers I know, and he wins many 
souls to Christ in house-to-house 
visitation every year. 

Joe, aS you know, is my broth- 
er just older than I. He will be 
main speaker and chief ramrodder 
the second week of the working 
conference at the Bill Rice Ranch, 
June 21 through 27. 


JIMMIE 'THRELFALL 

It just happens that I have fol- 
lowed Jimmie Threlfall in revival 
meetings more 
than I have any 
other one man 
on the staff. A- 
gain and again 
it seems I am in 
some locality 
where Jimmie 
has. previously 
conducted revival campaigns. In 
every single instance, both pastors 
and people have spoken of him 
highly. I am afraid this would not 
be true about my own revival 
campaigns, but it is certainly true 
about Jimmie Threlfall. Again and 
again I have been told that he con- 
ducted the best revival campaign 
of any evangelist the church had 
worked with. 

Evangelist Threlfall was with 
the Scofield Memorial Church of 
Detroit, Michigan, May 4 through 
16, where Rev. George W. Phil- 
lips is paster. There were 34 con- 
versions, 19 rededications, and 8 
family altars established during 
this time of revival. 

The expenses submitted by the 
evangelist to the church were 
$205. 


EDDIE WAGNER 
Evangelist Eddie Wagner is one 
of the most widely-used young 
evangelists in 
America. He 
has conducted 
revival cam- 
paigns from 
coast to coast. 
He has. been 
used in large 
union revival 
campaigns and in large and small 
churches. He is not only a splendid 
preacher but a good promoter 
and has large congregations to 
preach to. 


Eddie conducted a revival cam- 
paign May 4 through May 16 with 


simply the ones that are on my 


well; Michigan, of which Rev. M. 
H. Johnson is the pastor. During 
this twelve-day period, there were 
57 conversions and 69 rededica- 
tions. There were 19 new fami- 
lies to dedicate themselves. to fam- 
ily altars. There were 13 new 
tithers as a result of the cam- 
paign, and 105 other decisions by 
Christians. 

The total expenses submitted 
by the evangelist to the church 
were only $38.54. 


OscaR WELLS 

Wells is a _ powerful 
Like the other men, he 
has a good 
background of 
formal Bible 
training, but 
his outstanding 
gift is not the 
result of uni- 
versity or sem- 
inary training. 
This is the gift of getting other 
Christians to work in a revival 
campaign. He organizes visitation 
teams and Christian people who 
have never before done personal 
work gladly ring doorbells and 
pass out tracts under this young 
man’s fervent direction. And 
What results! 

I have never seen anything like 
it! 

I will never forget the time 
Oscar flew to California to help 
me in a large union revival cam- 
paign. We were having large 
evening attendance but little re- 
sults. The morning services were 
not even well attended. Oscar 
came in and took charge of visita- 
tion and of the morning services, 
and from the very first day he 
was there the campaign came into 
life. Large numbers packed. the 
church auditorium for the morn- 
ing services, and scores of unsaved 
were brought to the great tent 
at night to find Christ. 

And I have followed Oscar in 
such places at Ulysses, Kansas, 
where the pastor told me Oscar 
had led in the best revival cam- 
paign in the history of the church. 


Since Evangelist Wells is in the 
midst of a revival campaign at 
the moment of this writing, I 
do not have a new report of his 
to quote you, but those of you 
who read THE Sworp know that 
God gives this man many souls 
and almost every pastor wants 
him to return in six months or 
less. ~ 


Oscar 
preacher. 


KENNETH CHAPMAN 
Evangelist Kenneth Chapman 
is on leave of absence from the 
Staff of Evan- 
gelists just now. 
He and his fam- 
ily live on the 
Bill Rice Ranch 
near Murfrees- 
boro, Tennes- 
see. He man- 
ages the ranch, 
preaches in conferences conducted 
there, conducts wonderful revival 
campaigns in the vicinity of the 
ranch, and is pastor of the Foster- 
ville Baptist Church of Fosterville, 


about tripled in every way since 
Ken first began preaching there 
some months ago, and he has done 
wonders for Cumberwood, the con- 
ference ground on the ranch. He 
will be conducting revival cam- 
paigns again this fall, however. 
Many wonderful invitations have 
come in for him and little wonder 
—he is one of the best preachers 
I have ever heard. During the last 
two years he has been one of the 
winners of the Sword $1,000 Ser- 
mon Contest. Pastors who want 
him for the fall should write right 
away. 


ROBERT L. SUMNER 
Evangelist Robert Sumner is the 
latest addition to the Sword Staff 
of Evangelists. 
Coming to us 
with  high- 
est  qualifica- 
tions, we gladly 
present him to 
you. He, too, 
has been a win- 
ner in the two 
$1,000 Sermon Contests. His min- 
istry has been blessed of God in 
days gone by, and we are con- 
fidently expecting that the days 
ahead will be even more blessed 
of God. With marvelous fervor, 
sound Bible training in Baptist 
Bible Seminary of Johnson City, 
New York, and with pastoral ex- 
perience, this young man will 
prove to be a blessing every place 
God leads him to go. 


Can These Men Help You? 


If your church is in need of re- 
viving, if there are unsaved ones 
in your community that you have 
been praying for—perhaps one of 
these men could be of help to you. 
They will go to any church, 
Whether large or small, as God 
clearly leads. If they come to your 
church, they will sincerely try to 
help. The primary object of the 
campaign will be to win the lost. 
The secondary object will be the 
revival of Christians. They will 
bless and help and strengthen and 
uplift every way they are able to 
do so. If you would like to have 
more information about any one 
of them, or if you would like to 
invite one of them to be with your 
church or organization for a re- 
vival campaign, please write me 
at once to let me know. You may 
write to either one of the men in 
care of this paper, or you may 
write to me— 

Evangelist Bill Rice 

214 West Wesley 

Wheaton, Illinois 
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Be sure that all mail intended 
for Editor John R. Rice is ad- 
dressed to him at the Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois. It will reach his attention 
much quicker and be attended to 
sooner that way than if addressed 
to him at some engagement where 
he may be speaking. All mail for 
John R. Rice, please address to 
the Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


The Billy Graham Greater 
London Crusade Closes 
Gloriously 

THE SWORD OF THE Lorp has 
given the largest covering to the 
Billy Graham London Campaign 
of any paper in America, religious 
or secular. Those who want: to 
keep up with revival news should 
read THE SWORD OF THE LorD! 
see reports and pictures from 


other great revivals in THE SWORD+Graham 


OF THE LORD. 

Sible-believing Christians should 
thank God devoutly for the tre- 
mendous Billy Graham Crusade in 


‘London. We have given, in this 


issue, reports from a number of 
English papers that you might 
see the impact and scope of the 
revival. We can be proud of Billy 
Graham. There is every evidence 
that he preached the Bible, that 
he preached the true Gospel, that 
he held up Jesus Christ as God’s 
virgin-born Son, that he preached 
the blood of Christ as the only 
atonement for sin, and that he 
preached from the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God. 

A Methodist modernist in Eng- 
land wrote complaining that Billy 
Graham preached ‘“a_ theology 
forty years out of date,” that 
Billy Graham preached from the 
Bible as “an infallible authority.” 
He complained that Billy Graham 
seemed to disregard “the last 
forty years of sanctified scholar- 
ship,” that is, really, only the 
unbelieving opinions of infidels 
who do not believe the Bible, but 
now run the Methodist church 
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and many other denominations. 
This Methodist modernist said, 
“Must we equate the God of the 
Old Testament with the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?” 
Thank God that Billy Graham 
does not preach a Gospel accept- 
able to modernists. 


Many authorities agree that 
Billy Graham’s preaching was not 
necessarily profound preaching, 
not “great” preaching in the 


‘judgment of many hearers, but 


they say that he preached the 
Gospel “with transparent simplic- 
ity.” And detailed reports of his 
sermons in The Christian maga- 


zine show that he regularly 
preached old-time revival ser- 
mons, Bible sermons, often ex- 


pository sermons. 


I am glad that Church of Eng- 
land ministers attended the Billy 
revival. Most of them 
never heard that kind of preach- 
ing. I am glad that over 2,000 
ministers heard Billy Graham 
often and surely many of them 
got a new vision of soul winning. 
Praise God for the some 38,000 
public decisions of people who 
came forward either to accept 
Christ as Saviour, or to renew 
their vows and rededicate their 
lives. The impact of the Billy 
Graham Greater London Crusade 
on England and on the whole 
English-speaking world has been 
tremendous. It has furthered the 
cause of revival and all of us can 
thank God. We are glad to have 
Billy Graham on the board of THE 
SworRD OF THE LorpD. Let us pray 
for Billy Graham. We understand 
that in August he goes to Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, and in Septem- 
ber to New Orleans, Louisiana, in 
city-wide revival efforts. 


Be Sure to Read “The Back- 
slider” and Get the Message 
Into the Hands of Needy 
People 


We have felt a deep concern 
that the Bible teaching on the 
question of backsliding be given 
to the people. Surely multiplied 
thousands need the truth ex- 
pressed in the sermon by this 
editor, published in this issue of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Please 
read that sermon. And please see 
that others who may be troubled 
about the constant fight they have 
to live right or who may have 
lost some of the joy of salvation, 
or who may have stumbled into 
sin, see the message and are 
blessed by it also. 

The sermon on the _ backslider 
is one. of eleven such sermons 
greatly used of God, published in 
the book, When Skeletons Come 
Out of Their Closets. All are long, 
full-length sermons. All of them 
have been preached for many 
years and the book is perhaps the 
most popular book of revival ser- 
mons by the editor. Nicely cloth- 
bound. The price is $2. Or this 
single sermon in a pamphlet of 
twenty-four large book-size pages, 
beautifully pictured with the 
prodigal’s return copied from a 
famous painting, may be had for 
15e a copy, seven copies for $1. 
Address the Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


Are You Learning to 
Win Souls? 


The articles by Dr. R. A. Torrey 
on personal work in soul winning 
now running in THE Sword OF 
THE LoRD are so remarkable and 
have helped so many thousands 
to learn to win. souls, that we 
earnestly hope every reader is 
taking them to heart. Are you 
learning to win_ souls? Are you 
learning how to deal with differ- 
ent kinds of people and what 
Scriptures to use? By all means, 
take advantage of this opportun- 
ity. We have published a new edi- 
tion of this great book by Dr. Tor- 
rey, the fifteen chapters on soul 
winning through personal work. 
The price is $2. Get it from your 
bookstore or from the Sword of 
the Lord. Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois. By all means. every 


preacher, every Sunday school 
teacher, every would-be soul win- 
ner should have this book at hand, 
study it prayerfully and often, re- 
fer to it continually. Use it to 
find Scriptures that you need 
to use, to mark them in your Bible 
and memorize them, 


_ Those “Out-of-This World” 
Conferences at Lake 
Louise! 


Remember that this year the 
Sword of the Lord has two big 
weeks of conferences at Lake 
Louise, Toccoa, Georgia, The first 
week is specially planned for 
preachers and Christian workers. 
Pastor of two of the greatest 
churches in the world, each church 
having over 10,000 members, each 
one baptizing over 1;200 converts 
last year, will teach us how to 
build soul-winning churches and 
Sunday Schools. These two speak- 
ers are Dr. Lee Roberson of the 
Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, and Dr. G. Beau- 
champ Vick, of Temple Baptist 
Church in Detroit. It will not be 
untried theory, but proven prin- 
ciples and methods which they 
teach us. By all means, every pas- 
tor who wants to grow a strong 
soul-winning church should attend 
the Lake Louise Conference on 
Revival and Soul Winning, July 4 
to 10. Other strong speakers dur- 
ing that time will be Dr. Monroe 
Parker, evangelist qf Greenville, 
South Carolina; Evangelist Bill 
Rice, Murfreesboro, Tennessee; and 
Evangelist Hugh Pyle. This editor 
will speak daily, and my brother, 
Bill Rice, will preside at all serv- 
ices. We know that God has given 
to us in these conferences the 
message and the method of find- 


ing revival for Christian hearts, 
having lives transformed, and 
really making soul winners’ by 


God’s merciful blessing. Preachers 
and Christian workers are expect- 
ed to be present from more than 
twenty states. There will be great 
variety of heart warming music. 
By all means, get your reserva- 
tion in at once. Write Mr. A. J. 
Philippi, manager, Lake Louise 
Hotel, Toccoa, Georgia. Or write 
for twelve-page pamphlet with de- 
tailed program, rates, etc. 

The second week at Lake 
Louise, July 11 to 16, will be a 
practical Christian life conference, 
a “how-to” conference. This con- 
ference is specially designed to 
answer problems of the Christian 
life, show what is wrong with this, 
and what is wrong with that. Spe- 
cialists will be on hand to show 
how Christians should study their 
Bibles, how to win souls, how to 
lead Gospel songs, how to play 
Gospel hymns on the piano, how 
to teach children the Bible, with 
flannelgraph methods, story-tell- 
ing, how to have children’s soul- 
winning meetings. The Rice sisters 
duet will sing daily. Don Sandberg 
will be in charge of muSic and of 
recreation. There will be boating, 
swimming every. day (with sepa- 
rate beaches for men and women), 
sight-seeing, fishing, tennis, coun- 
selling, prayer meetings. Some 
great Christian films will be 
shown after the evening services. 


This editor will speak daily, as, 
will Evangelist Bill Rice, Evan- 


celist Hugh Pyle, and others. Make 
reservations at once. Why not 
bring ten young people from your 
church, and stay the whole week, 
and get your own room and board 
free? Remember the twelve-page 
pamphlet with detailed program, 
pictures, rates, sent free on re- 
quest. Address Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. Cr 
write for reservations at once to 
A. J. Philippi, manager, Lake 
Louise Hotel, Toccoa, Georgia. 


$44,000 Due August 1; Have 
You Helped Sword Building 
Fund? 

If three hundred people join our 
Gideon’s Band of 300 who will give 
$100 each to the Sword Building 
Fund by August 1; 

If at least eight people give $500 
each; 

If thousands of others give $5, 
$10, $25, $50, or whatever they 
can to help us;-—— 

We can pay our note, and finish 
the purchase price on property in 
Wheaton where we expect to build 
an edequate office building for the 
Sword of the Lord work. 


We have already paid $22,000 | 
on the Presbyterian Church prop-. 
erty. It is approximately 165 feet 
square, contains a large frame) 


church building, pastor’s home, 


“,..the word of the Lord... Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


I. 
ChurchFor Deaf 


A most interesting meeting was 


ticipate. Mr. Davis is a leading 
churchman, was president for ten 
years Of my mission board, is a 
sunday School teacher and auto 
executive, 


held in the Church for the Deat 
at Jackson, Mississippi. While pas- 
tor years ago in that capital city 
I had the privilege of speaking at 
their Institute, so I knew them 
pretty well. In this recent meet- 
ing I met a couple of deaf people 
for whom I the 


II. 
Blessings Still Flow 
AS we came through Citronelle, 


had performed Alabama, we heard how fifteen 
wedding ceremony’ twenty-two] persons had responded to the in- 
years ago. They were very happy.} vitation the Sunday before. Dr. 


The deaf people attended regu- 
larly all services. They gave spe- 


Homer Roberson is pastor. I was 
i1aturally interested, having justi 


cial song numbers. The Percy | been there in revival. In the right 
Greer family presented them kind of revival His church is built 
large Bible. up—-Matthew 16:18. 
Mr. Fred Langley, long-time 
friend, was chairman of the ad Hil, 
visory committee. Mr. Bill Moore, At Bartow, Florida 
. 3. Sullive pile | 2 tg” BEN Get . ‘es 
Mr. J. B. Sullivan, Jr. Mh J At this writing I am at Bartow 
Walton, irs. 8. 3." SUBS, «FE 1 car inek iii Gee wah Pattee 
1M CS Wo +} retting ready for what I hope will 
é Mrs. C. S. Weir were other oe ) 
arniiarss ihe ns |} be an unusual revival. Pray for 
committee chairmen. De ee al 
ee , . .. {US In this great work. 
The Men’s Garden Club joined 
others in making the building at- IV >) 


tractive. 

Mrs. Alice Acosta, 3145 Delta 3 
Drive, Jackson, Mississippi, was Count the fingers upon one hand 
interpreter for the deaf. Should|- add one more—that is the 
you need a good one she is avail- number of weeks intervening be- 
able. iore we must pay the $44,000 due 

Mrs. J. F.Evans was pianist and}#ugust Ist, on the permanent 
one of the ‘best. She is available | building site for all the Sword 
for evangelistic services. Her work here at Wheaton. Thousands 
address is, 216 N. Congress Street, Ol us giving together NOW can 
Jackson, Mississippi. make that a day of victory for 

We were entertained in the J.; Him! Do it NOW! 

H. Pridgen home, long-time V 


friends. 
Of course others than deaf peo- Fight Summer Slump 
Some people accept the ‘“sum- 


ple joined in the services of work 
and worship—doctors, pharma- | mer slump” as being inevitable. 
cists, architects, teachers, office} They succumb to it. They give up. 
workers, etc. |The “summer slump”’ wins out. 
God added His blessings in sev- | Others put on extra activities, 
eral ways. ‘claim more POWER—have youth 
Some few people 'revivals, a mission revival in a 
other areas. ‘needy section, vacation Bible 
Mr. and Mrs, John D. Davis of ' school, Christian camp, and pray 
Greenville drove 250 miles to par-!a  lot—beating the “summer 
slump.’ It can be done! 


- THe END — 


The Day is Near 


came trom 


and another two-story building 
used for residence, nursery, class- 
rooms, etc. We have solemnly 
agreed to pay the final payment 
of $44,000 in cash on August 1], 
and to take possession then. 


Readers will understand that 
the Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion is a non-profit corporation, 
and that there is no possible way 
for us to make enough profit out 
of Sword of the Lord books, etc., 
to buy the needed property. We 
here are giving loyally and we 
trust that God will put it on the 


Play before You Pay ! 


“ng WITH OUR 5 DAY | 
NWA FREE TRIAL OFFER 


/ ACCORDIONS 
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 


Available to students, teachers, Christ- 
ian workers and missionaries at 


AMAZING DISCOUNTS 
Write for FREE Illustrated Catalog. 


hearts of thousands of others to Satisoction qvarentesd or nioncy back 

help. What you do,. do quick), t= <-<--<--—--—— -_-—---- 
tee! PLEASE SEND FREE DETAILS 

and do in Jesus’ name. Has God 

spoken to your heart: yet about Nome 

this matter? Will you be one of Address | 

300 in Gideon’s Band to give $100 City Zone State_____ 


each by August 1? If so, please 
tell us so at once. 
-— THE END — 


ACCORDION MANUFACTURERS & WHOLESALERS OUTLET 
Dept. $3 Chicago 22 


2903 West Chicaso A ; 


\ 


wt CUCGUE haudbaok ag Christiau Dectriae aud | 


practice -- 


ANSWERS FOR : 
INQUIRING | 
CHRISTIANS | 


Notes on Open Letters to The Sunday 
School Times 


by Philip E. Howard, Jr. 


As editor of The Sunday School Times, Dr. Howard has thrown brilliant, 
revealing light on countless perplexing questions sent him through the 
years by Christian clergymen and laymen. Here he collects the most 
important of these, dealing with doctrine, difficult Bible passages, 
methods in Church and Sunday School work, marriage and the home, 
child training, business ethics; and many other problems. Fully indexed, 
this. book is an unusual, practical guide to Christian thinking and con- 
duct, a necessary book for every Christian's bookshelf, ~.-.------ $2.00 


at your bookstore a Revell publication 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“22m, 


Friday, June 25, 1954 


— What Would You Do? 


Four Important Questions to the Answer for 
the Sword Building Fund 


By Rev. Walter Handford, Vice-President 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


It has always been my experience that people respond 
better when they know the complete details regarding.a situ- 
ation and are taken into confidence. When people know the 
facts, they are better equipped to pray effectively and also 
to have a part in God’s program. 


For a few minutes would you 
put yourself in my place? Pretend 
for a little time that you are 
sitting in my chair behind a desk 
here in our office in Wheaton, 
Illinois. A number of things are 
on the desk. There is the latest 
copy of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
which has just come in. There are 
a number of letters to be 
answered. There are some pub- 
lishing magazines that need to be 
read to help us do our job more 
effectively. But more important 
than all of these is a sheet of 
paper 5%”x8%”. This piece of 
paper is the daily mail report 
from last Saturday, June 5. On 
this sheet of paper are listed the 
amounts of money that came in 
Saturday for the various depart- 
ments. At the bottom of the sheet 
is a section marked Building Fund. 
On Saturday we received $51.35 
for the Building Fund. The total 
balance in the bank for the Build- 
ing Fund is now $4,601.57. 

And in your imagination as you 
sit behind my desk with this re- 
port before you, consider several 
things. What would you do... 


1. If God led you to expand 
greatly the ministry of the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation? 
If a greatly expanded program 
for getting out the Gospel 
around the world indicated that 
a more efficient, larger build- 
ing were necessary for’ the 
work? 


2. If God opened the way and 
led you to a piece of property 
which seemed ideally suited for 
your needs for the future ex- 
pansion program and you were 
led to sign a contract on this 
property? The terms of the 
contract which we signed last 
October called for a down pay- 
ment of $5,000, a payment of 
$17,000 on January 1, 1954 and 
a final payment of $44,000 on 
August 1, 1954. With complete 
assurance in our hearts we 
signed this contract and stepped 
out on faith, expecting the Lord 
to help and to answer our 
prayers in this important mat- 
ter. 
3. If you needed $44,000 by 
August 1 and had only $4,601.57 
in the bank? This is exactly 
what our position is less than 
two months before the money 
is due. Approximately $39,400 
must come in in the next few 
. Weeks if we are to meet the 
terms of our agreement. 
4. If you had no denominational 
group to go to in order to get 
the funds? 


I believe if you were sitting in 
my chair this morning and were 
faced with these problems, you 
would do exactly as I am doing. 
You would probably first of all 
pray earnestly and ask God to 
help. Then you would carry this 
matter to your’ special friends 
across the country who have 
helped before in the important 
expansion work of the Sword of 
the Lord Foundation. You would 
be convinced, even as we are, that 
the work must be expanded and 
that better facilities should be 
available for the more efficient 
operation of this gospel ministry. 

You would know also that mod- 
ernists would not help in such a 
program. Those who do not them- 
selves take a vigorous, strong 
stand for the fundamentals of the 
faith would not want to help 
spread the ministry of an organi- 
zation which does stand for these 
things. The Sword of the Lord 
Foundation would not likely find 
its way into the budget of a 
church which did not have the 
same vigorous stand for the im- 
portant matters of doctrine for 
which we have stood for nineteen 
years, 

Nor would cold, formal church 
members likely support our pro- 
gram. Frequently, we get letters 


a 


from folks who say, ‘Please do 
not send us any more copies of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. We have 
our own church and we do not 
believe as you do.’ People who are 
satisfied with the kind of cold, 
formal church worship service 
which characterizes many of our 
denominational groups do _ not 
‘want to have part in supporting 
a work which stands for warm, 
evangelistic-type services where 
there is preaching with power and 
conviction and where. souls are 
saved. 


Nor would you expect help on a 
building program from infidels 
and atheists who have no concern 
about Jesus Christ or His work. 

You would not likely go to bar- 
tenders or the liquor interests to 
ask for help for this work, either. 
They would not have anything to 
do with a program which en- 
couraged Christians to holy living 
and taking their stand in their 
community strongly for the prin- 
ciples of right and wrong. 


No, if you were in my chair this 
morning, you would not appeal to 
these groups. But you would ap- 
peal to folks like yourself who are 
interested in revival, concerned 
about soul winning and wanting 
the gracious moving of God on 
churches and communities around 
the world. You would appeal to the 
thousands of Christians who would 
have already shown that they are 
vigorously in favor of. what you 
are doing. You would pray first, 
then let them know of your need 
and expect God to bring in_ the 
results. 

So that is exactly what I am 
doing this morning. I know that 
God must lay it on the hearts of 
thousands of our friends if we are 
to have the $44,000 which we 
need by August 1. There have 
been many thrilling answers to 
prayer in the last few days. Just 
this morning, Bob Roush, our 
printer who has recently moved 
his family from Parkersburg, West 
Virginia, handed me $5.00 and 
said, “Please apply this on the 
Building Fund.” It is not enough 
that he is making a real financial 
sacrifice for this work but he also 
feels that he must have some 
extra part in the work of getting 
out the Gospel through THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD. The other 
day I was deeply moved as I re- 
ceived a letter with $1.00 in it. It 
came from a young widow whose 
husband I recently buried. She 
has been a Christian only a few 
months and has three children to 
support, -but God laid it on her 
heart to have a part with us in 
this Building Fund Program. 

And then we have received the 
following pledges for $100 in ad- 
dition to the ones which we an- 
nounced a few weeks ago. 

Mr. G. F. Pagel 
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(Continued from page 2) 


described the place given to the 
follow-up work, the most 
thorough-going method of conserv- 
ing the results of ah evangelical 
campaign that he had ever known. 
One evidence of its thoroughness 
was the fact that printing, station- 
ery and postage for this item alone 
was costing something like 5,000 
pounds (English money), 


All Hopes Surpassed 

Mr. Roy Cattell said that the re- 
sults of the Crusade had surpassed 
tlie highest hopes of the Commit- 
tee. A movement had started that 
must not be allowed to stop, for 
the trickle of blessing at the be- 
ginning had grown into a mighty 
torrent. He announced that the 
present Executive Committee 
would be dissolved. during June, 
and a new and mtch more widely 
representative Committee would 
then be formed to plan for the 
future. An invitation had been 
given to Dr. Graham to return 
in the spring of 1955, in order to 
visit the more densely populated 
areas of Britain, and also to give 
attention to the Universities. 


In the course of an address last- 
ing about an hour, Dr. Graham 
reviewed the Crusade and the les- 
sons he and his colleagues had 
learned. He did not blame those 
ministers who had their doubts 
and misgivings in the beginning, 
for he had come to Britain largely 
unknown to many of them. He had 
honestly tried to fulfill the promise 
made when he met the ministers at 
the outset of the Crusade. He ex- 
pressed his appreciation not only of 
the support so many ministers had 
accorded to him, but also of the at- 
titude of the Press for the most 
part. He had met the proprietors 
and editors of many journals. The 
B.B.C. had been exceedingly help- 
ful. He had worked in perfect 
harmony with members of the 


Mr. and Mrs. B. Frederick C. 
Morris 

Mr. L. W. DeLong 

Dr. W. A. Kelly 

Mr. A. Nunneley 

Mr. Wilbur Kopeschka 


These have agreed to give $100 
on the Building Program by- Aug- 
ust 1. We still need 281 who will 
pledge $100 by August 1. These 
are becoming a part of a ‘“‘Gideon’s 
Band of 300” to help us meet the 
Building payment. Then we are 
praying for God to raise up eight 
who would give $500 by August 
1. Dr. Rice has already given the 
first $500 to become a Captain in 
this “Gideon’s Band.” I wonder if 
God is laying it on your heart to 
help in this way? 

Then, thousands of our friends 
must help as God provides and as 
God lays it on your hearts in $1 
bills, $5 bills, $10 bills and larger 
amounts as God provides. I am 
not sO much concerned about 
God's ability to send us $44,000. I 
know He can do it. I am con- 
cerned, however, that you earn- 
estly pray and find what part 
you ought to have in providing 
God’s answer to our prayers. I 
know that if you will pray earn- 
estly and ask God, He will show 
you what you ought to do. Won’t 
you pray right now, fill out the 
coupon which follows and send it 
in to me today? I will be praying 
and watching for your letter. 


Rev. Walter Handford 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
Wheaton, Illinois r 


Dear Brother Handford: 


as follows: 
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NAME 
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Sword Building Gund Program 


Yes, I would like to help further with the Building Program, 
{[ ] 1. Between now and August 1, I will covenant with the Lord 


[ ] 2. I would like to be a captain in the Gideon’s Band and will 
send $500.00 between now and August 1. 


{ ] 3. I am not able to do either of the above but I would like to 
have a part in the Building Fund Program. Enclosed please 
for this serious need, 


a a a ee 


ADDRESS 
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Memorable Climax To . . . Crusade 


team whose efforts had greatly re- 
inforced his own. 


Dr. Graham said there were 
twelve lessons which he and his 
colleagues had learned at Har- 
ringay. First, there was the power 
of prayer. Secondly, there was the 
power of the Word of God, and 
he urged his brethren to declare 
the Word as authoritative; to be 
clear and simple in their presenta- 
tion of it; to sound the note of 
urgency; and to preach for a de- 
cision. In the third place, the 
power of the Spirit had been de- 
monstrated. There were times 
when he felt like a spectator 
standing apart and watching God 
at work, Fourthly, he had learned 
afresh the importance of what he 
called the vertical and horizontal 
relationships. By the vertical he 
meant faith in God, and by the 
horizontal he meant that faith 
made manifest in good works. 
Fifthly, they had seen how God 
honours the faith of ‘his people. 
Sixthly, the Crusade demonstrated 
that modern methods of publicity 
can be successfully used. Seventh- 
ly, it had been proved that people 
will give money when their hearts 
are moved. At Harringay’ the 
average giving per capita was only 
slightly lower than that in the 
U.S.A. with its higher income 
level. Next, Dr. Graham was fully 
convinced that the harvest is ripe; 
indeed, the fields are whiter here 
than in America, and the oppor- 
tunities are much greater. Ninthly, 
the speaker pressed the import- 
ance of a warm evangelistic at- 
mosphere in the church. 


Enlistinge Laymen 

As his tenth point, he-Stressed 
the importance of enlisting the 
help of laymen and women. He 
urged ministers to avail them- 
selves of those of their members 
who had been acting as counsel- 
lors, stewards and choir members 
at Harringay. “Set them to work,” 
he pleaded. Next, Dr. Graham said 
they had had a marvellous demon- 
stration of the power of Christ 
to change the lives of people. 
Finally, they had seen what could 
be achieved by tedm work in 
the spirit of love and unity. He 
concluded with an emphatic appeal 
to his brethren to show love and 
tolerance to one another, and to 
follow up every professed convert 
entrusted to them. 


The address made a deep im- 
pression. There could be no doubt 
that Dr. Graham has won the 
hearts of his brethren in the min- 
istry, and he may expect their 
wholehearted support when next 
he returns to this country. 


“Fill the Churches!” 


The final meeting at Harringay 
was historic. In a moving speech 
Dr. Graham said it was with a 
deep sense of humility and grati- 
tude to God that he stood on that 
platform for the last time. It had 
been his privilege to see the great 
auditorium filled night after night 
for three months. Many had asked 
what was the secret? The answer 
was in one word—-God! People did 
not gather in-such crowds to hear 
a man or to see a show; there was 
no show that could draw such 
multitudes. There was hunger in 


the hearts of people all over 
Britain for something beyond 
themselves. Intellectual leaders 


were saying that we had discov- 
ered powers by which we as a hu- 
man race could destroy ourselves, 
and when that reached the man in 


the street he would turn to some- 


of 


thing. Some would turn to plea- 
sure, drunkenness or immorality; 
some would turn to God. It was 
He who gave the answer to the 
most baffling problems, and be.- 
cause of that Dr. Graham said he 
was confident that we should see 
a great turning to God in the next 
few years. The second phase of the 
Crusade, and the real Crusade 
would begin on Sunday. “Fill your 
churches,” he cried, “and if they 
are\not all they should be, go and 
make them so. Ask God to send a 
spiritual awakening’ throughout 
the churches of England. It could 
happen! I hope Christ’s name, not 
mine, will be on your lips. Give 
Him all the glory, and if you do, 
He will continue to bless.” 


Dr. Graham’s Attitude 


Dr. Graham expressed profound 
gratitude to the Executive Com- 
mittee who had dared to march 
out in faith; to the B.B.C., to 
newspapers for the stories and 
articles they had carried, and most 
of all for the millions around the 
world who had prayed. At the end 
of the meeting Dr. Graham said 
he greatly appreciated the invi- 
tation to return, but he and the 
team were tired, mentally and 
physically, and this was not a 
time to make decisions. He must 
have time for prayer and medita- 
tion in order to know the will of 
God. 


Little “Harringay” 

Major-General D. J. Wilson- 
Haffenden said Harringay had be- 
come a new word in our language. 
In a letter to him a Boys’ Brigade 
Captain had said, “We are holding 
our own little ‘Harringay’ next 
autumn.” He hoped there would be 
people holding their own little 
“Harringays” all over the country. 

Basing his message on I Corinth- 
ians 2:2, Dr. Graham said there 
were many things about Christ 
upon which Paul might have 
preached to the Corinthians—His 
pre-existence, His teaching, His 
miracles, His resurrection. But he 
determined to know nothing among 
them save Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, because the Cross was the 
centre of Scripture and of history. 
It was the expression of the depth 
of man’s sin; it was the height of 
God’s love and it was the only way 
salvation. Particularly em- 
phasizing the last point with power 
and urgency, he issued the invita- 
tion to receive Christ, and with a 
response that filled the main aisles 
with inquirers, this last great 
meeting at Harringay concluded. 


— THE END — 


Important Memo-- 
es aera eaten aaa esses easier 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE SworpD 6F 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Hl. 


" 


FOLDING CHAIRS 
Wood 


—IN Stee’ OR 


| 


‘i \ 


SS 


[ 
4 


/ \ 
\ —\ J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
\ Mw DEPT. 173 SCRANTON 2, 


Dean, 


$ folder, 


Clifford Lewis, Director 


COME OUT AND UP! 


LIVING FAITH BIBLE CONFERENCE 
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Page Seven 


I am sure it is not possible for 
everybody to get the same thrill 
out of the letters which we quote 
in our weekly releases that I get, 
but we like to quote some of the 
things in some of these letters be- 
cause they will give our friends a 
better idea about the spirit and 
work of Bob Jones University. 


Note this letter: “Just a few 
lines to let you know that our 
prayers are with you and the work 
of the school. My wife and I miss 
the school very much, and we owe 
everything to the Lord and to 
Bob Jones University for the kind 
of training we had. We hope we 
can be there for Commencement. 
The Lord has blessed us with a 
fine boy; and we hope to send 
him to Bob Jones University, that 
is, if the Lord doesn’t come before 
he is old enough to attend. The 
Lord has also blessed us with a 
new home, and we have a position 
as minister of music in this 
church. Dr. Bob, every time I 
think of you and the school, that 
one little saying that you gave 
always comes to my mind—‘Do 
right.’ That one little saying is a 
sermon in itself. We pray that 
God will always use you in win- 
ning souls to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We want you to pray for 
us that my wife. and I will always 
be soul winners for our’ Lord. 
Here is $5 to help someone. It is 
not much, but I know God can 
use it to further the cause of the 
Gospel.”’ 


Here is another letter from one 
of our graduates: “‘As a graduate 
of 1950, I wish to tell you how 
the spiritual training and: practi- 
cal instruction received while at- 
tending Bob Jones University has 
proved to be a means of daily help 


-and guidance in my work with 


and for the Lord. How I praise 
and thank Him for Bob Jones 
University and for the great work 
which you are doing to heip others 
find His will for their lives. May 
our precious: Lord continue to up- 
hold you and the school and con- 
tinue to prove He is stronger than 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
Enclosed please find $5. Two dol- 
lars of this is to cover my alumni 
dues and the remainder to be used 
where it is most needed.” 


I am sure that during the school 
year which just closed recently, 
more of our former students wrote 
us about the inspiration and bless- 
ing and help they received from 
Bob Jones University than any 
other year in the history of the 
school. The past year was such a 
blessed year! Our student body 
never reached as high a spiritual 
level before. We never had such 
inspiration and such blessing in 
any other year. We thank God for 
the wisdom and the guidance and 
the help He has given us year by 
year. We live in difficult days. So 
many people are going the way of 
least resistance. The current of 
the age seems to be flowing away 
from God. 


We know that God called Bob 
Jones University into existence 
because He wanted a certain type 
of aggressivé evangelical, uncom- 
promising emphasis and testimony 
in these dark days. We appreciate 
the Christian friends who have 
stood by us through the years. 
We also appreciate our wonderful 
Students and the wonderful young 
people who have gone out into the 
world, many to mission fields, 
many to teach school, many to be 
pastors and evangelists, and many 
to build homes; and we thank God 
for the world-wide testimony of 
the school. We get letters from 
all over the world. Missionaries 
write and say, “The Lord taught 
us how to win souls when we were 
in Bob Jones University. It was 
there that the Lord gave us a pas- 
sion for the lost.’’ Students write 
about the practical, down-to-the- 
earth, everyday, Christian phildso- 
phy they learned here. They tell 
us about how they were taught 
to make contacts and how to 


Bive a good Christian testimony,, 


.. 
> 
sf 
0 yam 
1 
As 
ot aa 
tie 
Lay 
rye 
vf! 
at 


a . 
Use 
8 


Dike RE 


ee ee 
Se 


=e ~ 
"Saye 


We are asking you Christian 
friends to keep praying for us. 
Pray for Bob, Jr., the president 
of the University, and all of the 
executives who are associated with 
him that God may give them wis- 
dom to keep on keeping on. Keep 
praying that Bob Jones University 
may remain true until the Lord 
comes. We are looking forward 
next year, which begins September 
8, to the greatest year we have 
ever had. We are trying to select 
young people more carefully than 
ever. We want Christian young 
people who can be trained for 


courageous Christian leadership. 
There is a bankruptcy of character 
in this country. So many young 
people, even from Christian homes, 
have been fed on the devil’s phil- 
osophy of “do as you please,” “‘live 
your own life,” “nobody has a 
right to tell you what to do.” It is 
wonderful to be a Christian, but 
it is wonderful to have rugged 
Christian character and be able 
to stand in the time of testing. 


We earnestly request you Chris- 
tian people to do what you can 
for the University financially dur- 
ing the summer. We still need 
money for the Student Loan En- 
dowment and Missionary Fund, 
and we need money for other pur- 
poses. We thank all of you who 
have helped us; and we believe 
you are going to keep helping us; 
and you who have been putting 
off sending in contributions, please 
don’t put it off any longer. Please 
let us hear from you, and God 
bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


Four Reasons Why No Church Should 
Have a Woman Preacher 


Every few days some question 
comes to the editor of this paper 
about the scriptural place of wo- 
men in the churches. Today I 
answered from a member of a 
church contemplating calling a 
woman preacher as pastor. I gave 
the following four reasons why it 
would be unscriptural and wrong 
to do so. 

“There are many conclusive 
evidences that’ God never wants 
a woman to be a pastor of a 
church. I will give you some of 
these evidences. 

‘1. The plain Scriptures forbid- 
ding a woman to teach or have 
authority over men in the 
churches. I refer especially to two. 
One in First Corinthians 14:34, 
35, which says: 


“<“Let your women keep silence 
in the churches: for it is not per- 
mitted unto them-to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 
And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at 
home; for it is a shame for women 
to speak in the church,’ 


“That Scripture plainly com- 


‘mands a woman to keep silent in 


the church: and if she wants to 
know anything, she is to ask her 
husband at home. That would not 
allow of an¥Y woman pastor, cer- 
tainly. And that rule given for 
the church at Corinth is just as 
binding on every other church. 

“As far as speaking with author- 
ity, addressing the whole church, 
a woman is simply not to do it. 
She is to be in silence. 

“Another Scripture on _ this 
question is in First Timothy 2:11, 
12, which says: 

“Tet the women learn in 
silence with all subjection. But I 
suffer not a woman to teach, nor 
to usurp authority over the man, 
but to be in silence’ 


“Again we are told that a wo- 
man is to learn in silence in the 
services, that a woman is not 
allowed to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over man. No woman is 
ever to take a place of leadership 
and authority over men in the 
Lord’s work. Women may testify 
and give their own experience, I 
think, and praise, but are never 
to speak as teaching the con- 
eregation or exhorting them or 
preaching to them. Women may 
pray, I judge, in a circle of prayer 
where each brings his own burden; 
but no woman is to speak with 
authority to carry the burden of 
the whole congregation to God in 
prayer. A woman might teach 
other women, or children, as we 
plainly see from Titus 2:3-5. A 
woman may do personal work, a 
woman may visit the poor, and 
win souls, and sing; but a woman 
is certainly never to take a place 
of leadership in a church, either 
teaching men, or teaching young 
men, or teaching a mixed class, 


or as being a pastor or leader’ 


over men or the whole 
church. 

“) The second evidence is that 
throughout the Bible women are 
commanded to be in subjection to 
their own husbands, to submit to 


their husbands, to reverence their 


over 


husbands, to obey their husbands. 
See Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22- 
33; Titus 2:5; I Peter 3:1-7. And 
the Scripture makes clear that 
woman was originally made as a 
helpmeet, an assistant, and never 
as a ruler over men. Women are 
not on an equality with men in 
executive and ruling gifts. The 
way God made woman, according 
to the Bible, disqualifies her for 
leadership in the church. 


“3. The third evidence that no 
woman is ever in her right place 
to be-a pastor, is the example of 
the Bible. There were’ twelve 
apostles, and not a single one of 
them was a woman. There were 
many pastors and evangelists in 
the New ‘Testament times, and 
never a single one of them was 
a woman. God used the same plan 
in the home fields and on the 
mission fields. Women, in the 
Bible, never were in charge of 
congregations, never did the work 
of preaching evangelists, never 
were in charge of work involving 
men. Women are not to rule over 
men or have authority over men. 


“Remember that prophetesses in 
the Bible were, like prophets, 
simply those who got a message 
from God and delivered it, usually 
to an individual. We do not know 
of a single case in the Bible where 
any woman addressed a _ public 
congregation, giving her prophecy. 
Since the Bible so many times for- 
bids that kind of thing, we may 
feel sure that women diaé_ not. 
No, there were no women pastors, 
no women apostles, no women 
evangelists, in the Bible. Women 
won souls, waited on sick people 
and the poor; they did personal 
work and sang; they were filled 
with the Spirit; they taught other 
women and taught children, but 
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Received Honorary Doctorates at 


bob Jones University Commencement 


Above are pictured—left to right (back row)—Rev. J. R. Faulknezx, 
LL.D., Vice President of Tennessee Temple: Rev. Tom Malone, D.D.; Evon- 
gelist Jimmie Johnson, D.D.; (Front row:) Rev. Ralph Stewart, L.H.D.; and 
Evangelist Jim Mercer, D.D. All received honorary doctorates at Bob Jones 
University Commencement June 2 at the annual University Convocation 
in the Rodeheaver Auditorium, Greenville, South Carolina. Degrees were 
presented by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Shakespearean scholar and evangelist, 
president of the University. These degrees were awarded in addition io 
those granted to the 364 university undergraduate and graduate degree 


candidates. 
Receiving the 


honorary degrees were four Bob Jones University 


alumni, Dr. J. R. Faulkner, Dr. Jimmie Johnson, Dr. Tom Malone. and Dy, 
Jim Mercer, and also Dr. Ralph Stewart, pastor of San Gabriel Unio 


Church, San Gabriel, Calif. 


The Doctor of Divinity degree was conferred upon Dr. Jimmie Johnson, 
an evangelist, founder of “Your Daily Devotional” heard over station 
WPTF, Raleigh, N. C., and president of New Life Camp, Fuquay Springs, N. 
C.; upon Dr. Tom Malone, a member of the Bob Jones University Board 
of Trustees, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church, Pontiac, Mich., president 
of Emmanuel Christian School, and editor of “The Baptist Vision”: and 
upon Dr. Jim Mercer, an evangelist, member of the Bob Jones University 
Board of Trustees, and editor of “Christ for the Crisis,” Minneapolis, Minn.: 
Dr. J. R. Faulkner, also a Bob Jones University alumnus and vice president 
of Tennessee Temple Schools, Chattanooga, Tenn., received the honorary 
degree Doctor of Laws. Dr. Ralph Stewart, who was formerly associaie 
director of radio station WMBI and a member of the extension division of 
Moody Bible Institute, has been pastor of the San Gabriel church for 
seven years. He was awarded the honorary degree Doctor of Humanities. 

Among the university candidates for degrees were students from 
thirty-six states, the District of Columbia, and several foreign countries. 
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they did not take the work as 
pastor of the church or an evan- 
gelist, or any other place that in- 
volved authority or public ministry 
to mixed groups including men. 
“4. A fourth evidence might be 
drawn from experience, and from 
the great harm that has come 
to the cause of Christ from wo- 
men preachers. Remember that 
Christian Science, Spiritualism, 
Seventh-Day Adventism were 
founded by women preachers and 
teachers. When you remember the 
harm done by Mary Baker Eddy, 
Mrs. McPherson, the Fox sisters, 
and many others, you may be led 
to feel that they were out of 
their place. Doubtless the great- 
est harm caused by women preach- 
ers is that they so debase the 
public’s conception of the ministry 
that men feel no desire te-enter 
it. How much harm has come from 


unrestrained emotions, hysterics, 
unseemly confusion, and the false 
doctrine where the overwhelming 
majority of preachers are women, 
as in the Pentecostal movement. 
One of the worst things about 
man’s way, howevér good, is that 
it is a substitute ‘for God’s way, 
and prevents the great blessings 
God would give in many cases.” 

However, it is best not to go 
by our own judgment or experi- 
ence, but simply to abide by the 
plain, unmistakable teaching of 
the Bible. No church is in the 
will of God nor following the New 
Testament when it has a woman 
pastor. And it may expect to have 
the trouble that always comes 
when we get out of the will of 
God and try man’s way instead of 
God’s way, if it gets a woman 
pastor. 

-—-The End— 


Hold Their Attention with ‘Tabernacle’ 


Let these teaching pictures help you 
win more souls to Christ! Make the 
Bible come ALIVE ... let folks SEE as 
well as hear the Word. All pay eager 


ary and 
attention to the Gospel in PICTURES. 


list of teaching, “Tabernacle” pic- 
tures. Bible stories; Lilustrated 
Hymns; Easter, Christmas, Mission- 
Children’s series. Filmstrip 
and 2 x 2 slides. Prompt shipment. 7; 
Write now for Free air-mailed price Get these visual aids now. 
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vincing, 


Chapters on: Blessings in the Study of Prophecy: God's Covenant 
with Abraham; Israel to Be Restored as a Nation: When Will Israel 
Be Regathered? David's Kingdom to Be Restored: Jesus to Be King of 
the Jews: The Kingdom Postponed; The Kingdom of Christ Yet Future; 
Eternal Promises to the City Jerusalem: Peace Promised in Christ's 
Kingdom: The Saved to Reign with Him: Some Unsaved on Earth 
During Millennium: Looking for Jesus; No Signs of His Coming: Get 
Ready! ; 


188 pages, beautiful cloth binding, jacket by famous artist, $2.00 
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By Dr. John R. Rice 7 


New revised edition of this famous classic on 
Bible prophecy. Easy-to-understand, Scriptural, con- 
this book fits Old and New Testament ; 
Scriptures into an understandable pattern of God's 
plan for the future. Will answer questions, comfort, create a longing 
in your heart for the coming of the Saviour. - 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR ) 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois ) 
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London Crusade Closes 


(Continued from page 1) 


day night huddled in blankets near 
the entrances to assure themselves 
of a good seat when the gates 
were opened. More than = 2,000 


-* chartered busses and 44 chartered 


trains brought groups to Wembley 
from cities throughout Great 
Britain. 

A group of prominent church 
leaders representing every phase 
of British church life flanked 
Evangelist Graham on the flower- 
decked platform. Heading the list 
was Britain’s Primate, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, who pro- 
nounced the benediction and bless- 
ing upon the conclusion of the 
three-month Crusade. The Mod- 
erator of England’s Free Church 
Council, the Rev. E. Benson Per- 
kins, led the opening invocation. 
London’s Lord Mayor, Members of 
Parliament and Cabinet Ministers 
occupied the Royal Box overlook- 
ing the platform. High “above the 
Stadium-which housed the 1948 
Olympic games, the Union Jack 
and the Stars and Stripes waved 
side by side. The huge scoreboard 
was covered by the Scripture 
verse, “Jesus said, I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.” Ten 
newsreel and television cameras 
augmented the press section be- 
fore the platform where more 
than i75 reporters and photogra- 


phers huddled beneath umbrellas 
and raincoats to record the his- 
toric event—the largest crowd 
ever to assemble at Wembley since 
the opening of the Stadium in 
1923, and the largest evangelistic 
service on record. 


The White City and Wembley 
attendances raised to 1,756,304 the 
total attendance at the Crusade 
meetings. Additional meetings ad- 
dressed by Billy Graham and other 
team members raised the over-all 
total to 2,047,333. 


At White City the invitation to 
receive Christ brought 2,038 per- 
sons out of the stands to stand in 
the rain before the platform while 
a corps of 1,800 counsellors helped 
them in the first step in the Chris- 
tian life. At Wembley Stadium, 
difficulties m getting out of the 
higher portions of the stands held 
the response to the invitation to 
2,184, but on request from Billy 
Graham, hundreds in the stands 
waved their handkerchiefs as a 
token of their desire to receive 
Christ. They were advised to write 
to the Crusade office concerning 
their decision, and Monday’s first 
mail delivery brought 168 letters 
asking for a personal visit from a 
Crusade counsellor. The decisions 
for Christ, registered in the coun- 
selling rooms and entered into the 


follow-up phase of the Crusade 
totalled 38,477. Follow-up offices 
will be maintained in London for 
at least nine months. 

The presence of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury at the final meet- 
ing, and the invitation to Billy 
Graham to visit the Prime Min- 
ister, Sir Winston Churchill at 10 
Downing Street before leaving 
England, were tokens: of the im- 
pact which the Crusade has made 
upon British life, both religious 
and national. Scores of Members 
of Parliament were in regular at- 
tendance at the Crusade meetings 
. . . Bishops and other prominent 
church leaders participated night- 
ly ... decisions for Christ were 
recorded from every strata of so- 
ciety .. . more than 2,300 London 
area ministers attended a final 
meeting for ministers only; yet 
they represented only a portion of 
the total ministerial support of 
the Crusade. 

Already urgent invitations for 
a return visit are being received, 
the invitations representing offic- 
ial organized church support not 
only in London but in the major 
provincial cities of Great Britain 
as well. 

Next on the Billy Graham 
schedule is a tour of several Euro- 
pean cities, including Helsinki, 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, Amster- 
dam, Dusseldorf, Berlin and Paris. 
The team returns to America on 
July 1 on the ship QUEEN MARY. 


— THE END — 


Ste Quit 
Cobacco! 


Mr. M. G. Hampton of Wabash, 
Indiana, writes as follows: 

“Dear Brother Rice: | i 

“Some time ago I sent for one of 
your books, Tobacco. After. read- 
ing it I was convinced it was a 
sin to smoke, I gave up the cigar- 
ette habit. I feel much better, I 
eat like I never ate before, sleep 
better, got rid:of cough. So cigar- 
ettes were poisoning me, I have 


gained around ten pounds. I have 


let others read your book, and 
two of the ones that read it quit 
cigarettes. I know the Lord will 
bless you in your work. I have 
read more of your books and I 
think they are fine. I really en- 
joyed the one Bible Facts About 
Heaven. Every chance I get I tell 
people about the harmful effects 
of smoking and how I was able to 
quit by faith and trust in our Lord. 
I accepted Christ as my personal 
Saviour last summer and was bap- 
tized, (Baptist Church). I pray 
that the good Lord will continue 
giving you strength to carry on 
your: good work for many years to 
come. God bless you, Brother 
Rice.’ 

(Signed) M. G. Hampton 


The pamphlet, Tobacco, Is Its 
Use a Sin? Cigarette Facts; How 
To Quit, sells for fifteen cents. 
It has helped thousands. Address: 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, IIlli- 
nois. 


Prayer and God’s Word Are First 


A three-year Bible theological course for 
pastors, evangelists, and missionaries, In 
its thirty-third year, Soul-winning in 
‘Metropolitan New York. Tuition, board, 
and room free. 


American Seminary Of The Bible 
Write for catalogue 
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The Backslider 


(Continued from page 1) 


backsliding, to show that the true 
backslider is really saved, and to 
show how any Christian who has 
fallen into sin can get back into 
full fellowship with God and have 
the joy of his salvation restored. 


I. What Is a Backslider? 


A backslider is a..saved person 
who falls into sin. A-lost sinner 
cannot be a backslider. You have 
to go somewhere before you can 
slide back. But one who is truly 
born again, a child of God who 
falls into sin, is a backslider. It 
may be outrageous and gross sin 
known to everyone, or it may be 
merely coldness of the heart, a 
lukewarmness of the heart instead 
of the burning fire of love for God. 
But when a Christian loses any of 
his joy, or loses part of his sweet 
fellowship with God, or falls into 
sin, then he is a backslider. -Re- 
member that only Christians are 
backsliders. 


We have many examples of this 
in the Bible. What an honest book 
the Bible is, to tell us of the failures 
and sins of God’s people through 
the ages! God wanted us to know 
that the men of the greatest faith, 
saints who had truly been born 
again, were frail people like we 
are and subject to the same temp- 
tations, surrendering sometimes to 
the same sins. 


God tells how Noah got drunk 
and lay naked in his tent. He tells 
how Lot sought the fellowship of 
the wicked Sodomites, lost all his 
influence, and got drunk = and 
ruined his own daughters. The 
Bible tells how Abraham deceived, 
calling Sarah his sister. Even 
saintly Moses lost his temper. 
When God commanded him _ to 
speak to the rock that Israel 
might be watered from it a second 
time, in a temper he beat upon it 
with his rod and so dishonored 
God that he lost his chance to 
enter the Promised Land, and died 
and went to Heaven instead. Dav- 
id, a man after God’s own heart, 


a man used to write the Psalms, 


that blessed book of devotions for 
the saints through all these cen- 
turies, committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and then had her hus- 
band, Uriah, slain to hide his sin. 
The Bible tells how Samson, a 
judge of Israel, who had been fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost and was 


(}a Nazarite from his birth, kept 


company with harlots until God 
left him powerless, a slave of the 
Philistines with his eyes burned 
out. The Bible tells how Peter 
denied Christ and cursed and 


‘swore, and how all the disciples 


forsoox Him and fled; how later 
Peter, fearing’ the Jewish Chris- 
tians, played the coward again, 
and led even good Barnabas away 


with his dissimulations. The Bible 


tells how Joseph of Arimathea, a 
disciple of Jesus, was a coward, a 
secret disciple. Even Paul the 
apostle went up to Jerusalem 


against the plain leading of the 
Holy Spirit. So the saints of the 
Bible fell into sin; they were back- 
sliders. 

These examples should humble 
us and teach us that even the 
mightiest of God’s saints some- 
times backslide, fall into sin, and 
so lose the sweet joy that every 
Christian ought to have. A Chris- 
tian who backslides is just like a 
child who disobeys his parents. It 
does not affect his sonship, but it 
affects his fellowship, his joy, and 
the approval of the Father. 

But it is well to note there are 
some in the Bible who did not 
backslide. For example, Adam, 
when he fell into sin in the Gar- 
den of Eden was not a backslider. 
He had never been born again. He 
had never been saved and so could 
not backslide. In the Garden of 
Eden he had been created a per- 
fect man and had perfect fellow- 
ship with God as one of His crea- 
tures, made in His image. But he 
had not. been redeemed by blood. 
Up to that time in the Bible blood 
had never been mentioned as a 
remedy for sin. There had never 
been an animal sacrifice picturing 
the coming of the Saviour. There 
had never been a gospel message 
nor any need of one. There had 
never been a prophecy of the com- 
ing Saviour. Adam, as a sinless 
being in the Garden of Eden, like 
Eve his wife, was not a Christian. 
He was simply a perfect man, as 
she was a perfect woman. When 
Adam fellk-into sin and ate the 
forbidden fruit, he was not a 
backslider. He was simply, for the 
first time, a poor lost sinner who 
had never been converted, who had 
never been born into God’s fam- 
ily, who had never’ been born 
again, who had never been re- 
deemed by the blood. 

And so fallen angels are not 
backsliders. Angels in Heaven are 
perfect and sinless and have fel- 
lowship with God, but they are 
not Christians. Angels, who. have 
never been saved and given ever- 
lasting life as forgiven sinners, 
cannot backslide. 


Judas Iscariot was not a back- 
shder. In John, chapter 6, versés 
64, 70 and 71, we are plainly told 
that Judas did not believe in 
Christ, was-not saved, but’ was a 
devil. “But there are some of you 
that believe not. For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were 
that believed not, and who should 
betray him... Jesus answered 
them, Have not I chosen you 
twelve and one of you is a devil? 
He spake of Judas Iscariot the 
son of Simon: for he it was that 
should betray him, being one of 
the twelve.” Judas heard the 
preaching of Jesus and never re- 
pented, He was a moral man who 
evidently depended on his morality 
and would not turn to Jesus in sav- 
ing faith. At last he fell into gross- 
est sin, betrayed Jesus for thirty 


pieces of silver. But Judas was not 
a backslider. No one can be a 
backslider who has not first been 
a ‘frontslider.’ Only Christians, 
born-again children of God, are 
backsliders. 


Strange as it may seem, all 
Christians backslide for all Chris- 
tians sin. In I John 1:8 we are 
plainly told, “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.” Every 
Christian is taught to pray in the 
Lord’s Prayer (that model prayer 
for all who can look up in the face 
of God and call Him, “Our Father 
which art in heaven’’)—all real 
Christians are commanded to pray, 
daily, “And forgive us our sins” 
(Luke 11:4). All Christians sin, 
and that means that all Christians 
backslide. 


When you remember that ‘the 
thought of foolishness is_ sin” 
(Proverbs 24:9), that “whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin’ (Romans 
14:23), and that “to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17), 
then it becomes clear that all 
of us have fallen short even after 
we are saved. We have all had 
foolish thoughts; we have all done 
some things without any special 
faith about them; we have all left 
undone things that we khew were 
proper and right for us to do. Who 
is there that will say that every 
minute of his life he loves God all 
he ought to, that he never prays 
a second less than he ought to 
pray, that he never leaves undone 
a single thing that God wants him 
to do? You cannot say that, and 
that is proof of sin. 


Christians get old, their teeth 
decay, their hair turns gray or 
falls out, they grow decrepit in 
body, and finally even Christians 
die; and that proves that Chris- 
tains are sinners, for “everywhere 
in the Bible we are told that 
death is the result of sin. Adam 
was warned that if he sinned 
“thou shalt surely die’ (Genesis 
2:17). James 1:15 says that “sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.” And Ezekiel 18:4 says that 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.’ Romans 6:23 plainly says 
that ‘‘the wages of sin is death,” 
Oh, we Christians are yet frail 
sinners, so it is clear that all 
Christians backslide. And that is 
the reason, of course, that God 
must save us by grace and. keep 
us by grace. We did not earn sal- 
vation, and we cannot keep it. We 
did not deserve it when we got 
it and we do not deserve it now. 

Dear reader, will you test your- 
self by this simple rule? Was 
there ever a time when you were 
nearer to God than now? Was 
there ever a happy time when you 
read the Bible more, or enjoyed it 
more? Was there ever a time 
when you prayed more, when you 
had your prayers answered more 
frequently? Was there ever a day 
that you won more souls than you 
have won today? Was there ever 
a time when you were more com- 
pletely absorbed in the Lord’s 
business? Then, of course, if there 
was ever a time when you were 
nearer the Lord than today, you 
are a backslider. You have slid 
back from that close intimacy 
with God, from that high place of 
blessing which you once had. 

Remember that the text, Prov- 
erbs 14:14, says, ““The backslider 
in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways.” Backsliding is not nec- 
essarily in getting drunk nor in 
committing adultery, nor in any 
outward course of sin seen by the 
public. Backsliding is in the heart! 

It may be, dear Christian, that 
you have drifted somewhat and 
have never noticed it. You may be 
like Samson, who ‘‘wist not that 
the Lord was departed from him” 
(Judges 16:20). We need to search 
our hearts and we need to watch 
and pray lest sin creep up on us. 
Are you a backslider? 


Il. Why People Backslide; The 
~ Old Adamic Nature 


I well remember when I first 
became conscious of my backslid- 
ing. I had been saved when not 
over nine years old. I had trusted 
Christ to forgive me, and I am 
sure He did. Three years later I 
had joined the church, had been 
baptized, and had received full as- 
surance my Sins were forgiven. 
But my mother was dead, and my 
boyhood companicns in the wild 
west Texas cow town were rough 
and wicked. And one day it dawn- 
ed on me that I had drifted far 
from God in my heart. I had 
grieved Him in my life. I had 


gotten to where prayer was not 
a joy, the Bible was not sweet. 


I was attending special services 
in a little Presbyterian Church. 
Many young people found Christ, 
and many Christians had their 
joy restored, and I alone seemed 
left without a blessing. How sweet 
was the singing! What a light 
on the faces of the happy people! 
And one night as they sang, 


“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour, 
Hear my humble cry, 

While on others thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by,” 


I cried out, “Lord, is everybody 


going to get a blessing but me? 
Do not pass me by!” And, thank 
God, all the joy came back and 
peace flooded my soul! I knew 
that my failures and my sins had 
been forgiven. It was as definite 
as if my Father had taken me in 
his arms and kissed away my tears 
and told me so! 

That night as I walked home 
across the prairie, and looked up 
at the stars, I made a vow to 


God. I said, “Oh, God, I will never : 


fail You again! I will never forget 


my prayer time, I will never give : 


way to temptation and sin!” You 
may well smile; I think that may- 
be a loving and kindly God smiled 
at my great promises that night. 
How well He knew my sinful na- 
ture, my frailty and sin! 

It was not more than two weeks 
before I had sinned in a way that 


shocked me terribly, though I do 


not now remember the details. I 
found my joy gone. And when I 
went to God in prayer to confess 
my sins, again I made great prom- 
ises. ‘‘God, I failed You this time, 
but if You will give me one more 
chance I will not fail You again. 
I promise You ‘I will be more 
faithful. I will be true this time, 
if You will only ‘try me_ once 
more!” How little I knew that 
God wanted trust instead of prom- 
ises, and that He wanted me to 
depend upon Him instead of .my- 


self. But He gave me sweet peace 


again. 

But the tragic story was repeat- 
ed, until in despair I felt I had 
lied to God, had failed Him, and 
that He must be so disappointed 
in me He would never trust me 
any more, and would never give 
me back the joy of His presence. 


And then at long last I learned . 


the lesson that I have an evil na- 
ture as well as a new nature 
which is from God. Like every 
chiid of God I am two persons 


in one. I am the old man I was. 


before I was saved, with a human 
body and human frailty and a 
human tendency toward sin, and 
I am also a new creature in Christ 
who loves the Lord and hates sin. 
And I learned that God knows all 
about me, and that what He wants 
me to do is to come regularly to 


confess my sins and earnestly turn | 


from them, depending on His 
never-failing mercy to forgive and 
cleanse, as He promised to do 

So the reason that people back- 
slide is this old carnal nature that 
even the saints of God have. The 
best people who ever lived have 
had a constant tendency toward 
sin ever since Adam (and with 
him the whole race) fell. It is 
easier to do wrong than it is 
to do right. It is easier to tell a 
lie than to tell the truth. Honest, 
good people have to watch them- 
selves continually to be accurate 
and truthful in their speech and 
to avoid deceit. It is easier to loaf 
than it is to work. The best Chris- 
tians in the world have to watch 
themselves and set themselves to 
work diligently to do their duty. 
It is easier to get angry than it is 
to be even-tempered and forgiving 
and sweet. Even Christians have 
to “count ten” before they speak 
sometimes... And -how often we 
have, with shame, to confess that 
we have sinned with a_ sharp 
tongue or a critical spirit. 


The book of Hosea is a book 
on backsliding. There the prophet 
speaks of Israel often as if the na- 
tion were an individual who had 
gone away trom God. And in Ho- 
sea 4:16 he says, “Israel slideth 
back as a backsliding heifer.” In 
Hosea 6:1 he says, ‘Come, and let 
us return unto the Lord: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath smitten, and he will bind us 
up.” And then Hosea 11:7 says, 


“And my people are bent to back- 


sliding from me,” 


BENT TO BACKSLIDING! 
God's people are bent to backslid- 
ing from Him, says the Word of 


(Continued on page 9) 
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God. Oh, how true that is, of every 
one of us! 

That blessed old song, iConag 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing’’ 
has the revealing heart-cry of 
every Christian who ever found 
himself a backslider. It says, 


“Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love!” 


The modernists do not like that 
and have changed it in some song 
books, but it is still true that all 
of the people of God are prone to 
wander. We are prone to leave the 
God that we love. We are “bent to 
backsliding,” as God’s Word puts 
it. 

An old proverb says that “As 
the twig is bent, the tree’s inclin- 
ed.”’ And all of us were bent when 
we were twigs. We were bent be- 
fore we were born! We were bent 
away from God by nature when 
Adam fell. And not until Chris- 
tians get a resurrected body with 
no more disease, no more gray 
hairs, no more weakness, will we 
have our old, carnal natures per- 
fectly redeemed and the curse en- 
tirely removed. 


Holiness people sometimes claim 
that the carnal nature has been 
eradicated in them, the fire of God 
has burned it all out. And yet, 
strangely enough, they too back- 
slide! At Des Moines, Iowa, a poor 
sad man attended my services who 
told me he had been a Holiness 
preacher but was at the time liv- 
ing in the grossest. sin and did 
not even claim to be a Christian. 
The facts belied his doctrine. The 
carnal nature had not been taken 
away. Thank God, we can have 
day by day victory over the carnal 
“nature by judging self, confessing 
our sins, and having daily cleans- 
ing; but we still have the carnal 
nature; and that is why people 
backslide. 


The struggle all real Christians 
have today, Paul had too. It is 
told in Romans 7:14-25, as follows: 

“For we know that the law is 
Spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin. For that which I do I 
allow not: for what I would, that 
do I not; but what I hate, that 
do I. If then I do that which I 
would not, I consent unto the law 
that it is good. Now then it is 
no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. For I know that 
in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwel- 
leth no good thing: for to will 
is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I 
find not. For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which 
I would not, that I do. Now if I 
do that I would not, it is no more 
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me. I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. For I delight in 
the law of God after the inward 
man: But I see another law in 
my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin 
Which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am! who 
Shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?’ I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then 
with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the flesh the 
law of sin.” 

Paul, as a Christian, did things 
he did not want to do, ought not 
to have done. With his mind he 
served the law of God, but with 
his flesh the law of sin. Even in 
the last verse quoted above where 
Paul could thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord for the pos- 
Sibility of deliverance, he followed 
that statement by this, “So then 
With the mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin.” Paul did not con- 
done his sin and neither should 
We. Paul knew that he could have 
daily victory over it, and so can 
We. But we must not deny the 
presence of this old sinful nature. 
We need constantly to be on our 
guard, and we need to be contin- 
ually confessing and forsaking our 

sin to have daily cleansing and to 
_ keep on walking in the light. 

And Christians who understand 
this truth can understand the fur- 
ther truth in the eighth chapter, 
‘where Paul looked forward so 
~ §Yrandly to the glory that should 
be revealed, for “The earnest ex- 
_pectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons 

of God. For the creature was made 
Subject to vanity, not willingly, 


but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope.” And 
then he tells how the creature 
shall one day be delivered from 
this bondage of corruption into 
glorious liberty, and that the 
whole creation groans together, 
waiting for the redemption, to wit, 
the adoption, of our bodies (Ro- 
mans 8:19-23). 

Christian, do you find yourself 
“bent to backsliding’? Then you 
are like Paul and like every other 
born-again child of God. But thank 
God there is victory for you 
through Christ, as I will show you 
soon. 


Ill. The Sorrows of 
Backsliding 


Jeremiah 2:19 says, ‘“‘Thine own 
wickedness shall correct thee, and 
thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee: know therefore and see that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God, and that my fear is not in 
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts.” 
Oh, the trouble that comes to the 
backslider in heart. And again, 
Proverbs 14:14 says, “The back- 
slider in heart shall be filled with 
his own ways.” How many, many 
people have told me that their 
backsliding brought them only 
grief and trouble, and that they 
had enough of it! 


First, the backslider is sure of 
the chastising 6f God. God still 
hates sin, and He has promised 
to chasten His beloved when they 
sin. Hebrews 12:5, 6 tells us, “And 
ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of 
him. For whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he _receiveth.” And 
verse 11 in the same chapter tells 
us, “No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but griev- 
ous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby.” And so 
God whips every backslider, and 
does it in love, does it to correct 
their backsliding and to bring “the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness” 
in His children. 

I love my children, and I love 
them so much I want them to do 
right and be happy and succeed 
in the Christian life. So sometimes 
I whip them for their disobedience. 
It is painful, but it is done in love 
and for their good, and at the last 
it “yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness.”’ 

For David’s sin, God smote his 
child, and it died. One son, Am- 
non, raped his sister, ,Tamar. Then 
Absalom killed Amnon, then grew 
embittered and tried to seize’ the 
kingdom from David. David paid 
fourfold for his sin, but David did 
not lose his soul. When David con- 
fessed his sin, God’s message came 
to him, “And Nathan said unto 
David, The Lord also hath put 
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 
Howbeit, because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blas- 
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die’ (II 
Sam. 12:13, 14). David was a back- 
slider. God forgave his backsliding, 
but still punished him for his sin. 

And when the saints at Corinth 
got drunk at the Lord’s table, or 
made an unseemly feast of it, and 
when there were divisions and 
strife among them which they did 
not confess and forsake, the Lord 
had Paul write to them, “For this 
cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep” (1 
Cor. 11:30). For their sins some 
were weak and sickly, and somé 
had already died and gone to 
Heaven prematurely, because of 
their sin! God punishes the sins 
of His children. 

It is apparent that God is more 
determined to punish the sins of 
Christians than the sins of lost 
people. For lost people will go to 
Hell forever and there will suffer 
for their sins. But God must be 
just, and the only time He can 
punish His own in actual chastis- 
ing, we suppose, is in this world. 
So like a faithful father who chas- 
tises his disobedient children but 
loves them still, God punishes the 
backslider. 

Besides the personal chastising of 
a loving Father, the backslider 
reaps the natural wages of his 
sin. When a Christian gets drunk, 


he wastes his money and wakes 
up with a headache and is just 
as apt to lose his job or to break 
up his home as a lost man. Sin 
never paid anybody, and it never 
will! What a trail of trouble fol- 
lowed Lot’s sin! He lost all his 
property in Sodom, all but two 
of his children were burned to 
death in that wicked city. His wife 
was turned to a pillar of salt. A 
broken man, he lived in a cave in 
the mountains, and then got drunk 
and ruined his own daughters who 
still had the ways of Sodom in 
their hearts! That is what back- 
sliding can do for the child of God. 
If you have tasted it, you know 
that the dregs of the cup are bit- 
ter and that “thine own wicked- 
ness shall correct thee, and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee.” 
Surely, if you have been a back- 
slider, you have found that “it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God.” 
If one reads this who is persistent 
in going away from God and who 
is not yet ready to turn and beg 
forgiveness and cleansing, I warn 
you now, a hard, rough, bitter, 
sad road is ahead of you—the 
backslider’s way. 


Again, the backslider will have 
remorse of conscience Over his 
sins. If you have truly been saved, 
then you love Christ and you love 
God. If you are truly a child of 
God, there is something in you 
that rebels against your sins. 
When you were a lost man you 
may have enjoyed sin, but now 
that you are God’s child the cup 
of sin will turn bitter to your taste 
before the drink is well down. 


Can you see in your mind, Peter 
going out to weep bitterly after 
his denial of Christ? He quit the 
ministry and went back to fishing 
and was almost in despair until he 
met Jesus again by the Sea of 
Galilee and had his joy restored. 


Read the fifty-first Psalm that 
shows the brokenhearted David 
after his sin with Bathsheba. Hear 
him cry, begging to be cleansed, 
“For I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions: and my sin is ever before 
me.”’ The sense of his blood-guilti- 
ness, his soul-realization of the 
wickedness of his nature, is made 
clear in every verse of that Psalm, 
and he pleads, “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation: and up- 
hold me with thy free spirit.” And 
when God will give him the assur- 
ance of forgiveness and cleansing, 
David promises, “My tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousness”! 
Some of you who read this have 
known as I have, the broken heart 
that David had over his own sins. 
Oh, the burning conscience of a 
backslider! 

At Gary, Indiana, a few months 
ago, a man came down the aisle 
at the invitation time to say, “Five 
years I have been a backslider! 
Oh, Brother Rice, five years is a 
long time to be away from home!” 
and he broke into weeping. Well, 
I wouldn’t stay away any longer. 
I would come home today, poor 
backslider, for it is a sad, bitter 
business when you have known 
the joy of salvation, the presence 
of God, the sweetness of enjoying 
the Bible and of answered prayer 
—I say it is a bad business then 
to lose all that joy and not be 
able to see the face of the God 
you love. The poor, prodigal boy 
in the hogpen, dreaming about the 
plenty at home while he perished 
with hunger, a stranger, half nak- 
ed, and despised in a far land, 
knew the sorrows that a child of 
God has who sins and falls away 
from the sweet communion and 
joy which every Christian has a 
right to have. 


And last of all, let us remem- 
ber, that “We must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad.” Even when we 
get to Heaven we will be sad that 
we were backsliders. And there 
we will have to stand before Christ 
and give an account for our deeds. 
Even in Heaven the backslider wll 
be ashamed that he drifted away 
from full fellowship with the Sav- 
iour and with his heavenly Father. 
When his works are burned up, 
he will ‘‘be saved; yet so as by 
fire” and will “suffer loss” (I Cor. 
3:12-15). 


IV. Backsliders; Saved or 
Lost? 
Everywhere people want. to 
know whether the backslider is 


saved or lost. After one has sin- 
ned, is he still a child of God? 


When he has lost the joy of salva- 
tion, does he still have the salva- 
tion? 

Well, the answer to this ques- 
tion is that the backslider does 
not deserve to be saved, but de- 
serves to go to Hell; that other 
people will often think that he is 
not saved; that he himself is likely 
to doubt his salvation or to believe 
that God has forsaken him utter- 
ly; but, thank God, the backslider 
still is a child of God. He is a 
disobedient child of God, and he 
will-be punished for it, yet every 
born-again child of God who falls 
into sin is still God’s child. 


It is true that the backslider 
does not deserve salvation. What 
a tragedy when a child of God 
brings reproach on the cause of 
Christ. It may be an outrageous 
sin, like drunkenness or adultery, 
sins like the sins of those other 
backsliders: Noah, Lot, David. Or 
it may be a backsliding in the 
heart that does not seem so bad 
to outsiders but really results in 
damning souls that might have 
been won. Who knows whether, 
in God’s sight, a cold heart that 
does not win souls and never has 
the anointing for power may be 
more wicked than the man who is 
tempted and falls into drink or 
blasphemy or _ adultery! What 
could be worse than letting a soul 
go to Hell for millions of years 
because of our carelessness, our 
love for the things of this life? 
But in either case, the backslider 
deserves nothing good from God. 
That means that I ought to have 
gone to Hell long ago! How many 
times I have failed God! How 
many vows I have broken, how 
many duties I have neglected! But 
then the same thing could be said 
about every Christian in the 
world. We deserve nothing good 
from God. No one does. It would 
have served us right for Him to 
let us all go to Hell. 


But thanks be to God, my sal- 
vation is not depending upon my 
works. I did not deserve salvation 
when I got it. I have never de- 
served it any thirty seconds since 
that time! Salvation is all of 
grace. How sweet to all of us poor 
sinners is Ephesians 2:8, 9, “By 
grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast.” And when 
we get to Heaven there will not 
be one living soul who can say, 
“I deserved this. I earned my way 
to Heaven.” No, how our hearts 
will run over with. gratitude and 
rejoicing when we say there that 


“Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe. 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 


And that is as true of my life 
today as it was the first day I 
trusted Jesus as my Saviour. Oh, 
thank God for His mercy that 
never fails. He saves every sinner 
who trusts in Him and He keeps 
every one of His erring children. 
He chastises them but He does 
not lose them. 

Not only does the backslider not 
deserve his salvation, but others 
will often judge him and think 
that he is not saved. My, if I had 
seen Noah lying drunk and naked 
in his tent, I might have said, 
“You old hypocrite, God ought to 
have let you die in the flood with 
the rest of the drunkards.” I 
would have thought, perhaps, that 
there was no difference in Noah 
lying there drunk and another 
man whom I saw two days ago 
lying drunk outside a saloon in 
Philadelphia. 

I think my indignation would 
have mounted high against David, 
if I had been there and had known 
how 
had her husband killed. I might 
well have thought, “You hypo- 
crite, you psalm-singing sinner! 
You pious adulterer and murder- 
er! You ought to be in Hell!” If 
I had been the judge I would prob- 
ably have sent David on to Hell. 
And so with Lot, down in Sodom, 
calling those wicked, licentious 
wretches “brethren.” And so with 
Peter when he cursed and denied 
that he even knew Christ. Doubt- 
less I would have thought he was 
unconverted. If God had left it to 
me I might have sent these. back- 
sliders on to Hell. Certainly, I 
would have doubted their sincer- 
ity when they told me that they 
loved God. 


Oh, but I would not have known 
he agony in David’s heart which 


iatee found expression in = the 


oe engupenetrie 
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he seduced Bathsheba and} 


pleading confession of the fifty- 
first Psalm! And I could not have 
Known the distress of soul in 
Peter as, weeping bitterly, he went 
out into the cool morning of that 
spring day when he denied the 
Saviour! And I could not have 
known that Lot “vexed his right- 
eous soul from day to day with 
their unlawful deeds” as II Peter 
2:8 says he did down in Sodom. 
The backslider in heart stil] has 
in him the voice of God, stil] has 
dwelling in him the Spirit of God, 
and is still God’s child. Others will 
criticize and judge him and think 
him unsaved. 

Even the backslider himself may 
feel that he is unsaved. In the 
first chapter of II Peter we are 
urged to add certain graces that 
we will nof be as backsliders, bar- 
ren and unfruitful. And verse 9 
says: “But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot 
afar off, and hath forgotten that 
he was purged from his old sins.” 
How many Christians have for- 
gotten that they were purged 
from their old sins. There ave 
many, no doubt, who give up their 
hope. 

I remember when I gave mine 
up. When I asked to join the 
church after my profession of 
faith, my father thought I was 
too young to be saved and dis- 
couraged me. I threw all my hope 
away. For three years I had no 
jOy, no assurance of _ salvation. 
Many a man tells me, “Well, I 
thought I was saved once, but I 
guess I was not.” A letter came 


See 


who told me of her temper, her 
harsh words to her husband and 
children, of grudges that arose in 
her heart. She said: “Could I be 
a Christian and be like this?” So 
backsliders lose the joy of salva- 
tion and lose the assurance of sal- 
vation too. How many decide that 
God has forsaken them! They 
know that they were once saved, 
but now that they have fallen into 
sin they do not have any joy. 'They 
feel that God does not love them 
any more. Only day before yeste7- 
day a sad-faced woman came to 
tell me how she had been so pre- 
occupied and had so _ neglected 
prayer and the Lord’s Word that 
she felt perhaps she had commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin! In fact, 
of scores of people who have come 
to me wondering if they have 
committed the unpardonable sin, I 
think that not one of them had, 
but that all were _ backsliddcn 
Christians. If a man had really 
committed the unpardonable sin, 
he would not be worried about it. 
He would not hear God’s Spirit 
calling. And the unpardonable sin, 
besides, is committed only by Icst 
people. But backsliders often fecl 
that God has forsaken them for- 
ever. 

But thanks be to God, that is 
not true. God never forsakes one 
of His own children, even though 
we sin grievously and though He 
may punish us severely. The back- 
slider is still God’s child and is 
still saved. 

I have six daughters. Though 
they are precious children, and I 
love them dearly, all of them do 
wrong. Sometimes they have done 
so badly that I felt I must punish 
them severely. I have had to lay 
on the whip or a heavy leather 
belt while they cried and begged 
for another chance. It was not 
easy at all. But you may be sue 
that when the whipping was over 
they were still my children, my 
beloved. They never lose their 
place at the table nor their bed 


in the home, nor the love of a - 


father’s heart when they do 
wrong. I punish my children when 
they need it, but they are still my 
children. 


And is God a poorer Father than 
I am?”Do you think God’s love 
is weaker than a father’s love for 
his children? Would God forsake 
one of His own quicker than a 
human parent would? How 
strange to ask such a question. It 
answers itself! God punishes His 
backslidden children and grieves 
over them but never forsakes 
them. x 


In Hosea, the book about back- 
sliding Israel, is a precious word, 


In chapter 11, verse 7 says: “And 
my people are bent to backslid- — 


ing from me.” But now let us read 
the next two verses, Hosea 11:8, 9, 
“How shall I give thee up, Eph- 
raim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I-make thee as 


Zeboim? mine heart is turned 
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- went on to recount that in all his 
. dealings with God he, the preach- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 25, 1954 


The Backslider 


(Continued from page 9) 


within me, my repentings are 
kindled together, I will not exe- 
cute the fierceness of mine anger, 
I will not return to destroy Eph- 
raim: for I am God, and not man; 
the Holy One in the midst of thee: 
and I will not enter into the city.”’ 


Do you see the yearning heart 
of God after Ephraim and Israel? 
How would He be content to deal 
with them as with the wicked in 
Admah and Zeboim, the towns 
destroyed with Sodom and Gom- 
orrah? In the midst of His chas- 
tising, God’s heart was turned 
back toward Israel and He was 
yepenting from even the punish- 
ment. And so God says: “I will 
not execute the fierceness of mine 
anger, I will not return to destroy 
Ephraim: for I am God, and not 
man.” God’s love does not fail as 
a man’s love fails. A mother may 
forsake her sucking child but God 
will not forsake a one of His own! 
A father might drive his wayward 
son from the door, but never will 
God drive one of His own away 
for He is God and not man. Men 
may criticize the backslider and 
judge him and say he is not saved, 
but God is not a man. His mercy 
is beyond human mercy, His love 
is greater than any human love. 


How sweet is the promise of the 
Lord in Psalm 89 to David and 
his seed. In verses 30 to 34, he 
says: “If his children forsake my 
law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments; if they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments; 
then will I visit their transgres- 
sion with the rod, and their in- 
iquity with stripes. Nevertheless 
my lovingkindness will I not utter- 
ly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. My covenant 
will I not: break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips.” 

If David and his descendants, 
the kings of Judah, should break 
God’s statutes and keep not His 
commandments, then God prom- 
ised to visit their transgression 
with the rod and their iniquity 
with stripes; but God’s_ loving 
kindness He would never utterly 
take from these, and God’s faith- 
fulness would not fail, and God 
would never break His covenant 
nor change the thing He promised! 
That is the way God deals with 
men, 

In my boyhood I remember 
hearing a cowboy preacher on 
“The gifts and 


(Rom, 11:29). And that 


er, had never needed to repent of 
anything God had done for him. 
He had never been sorry of any 
gift God had given him. I thought 
it was a great sermon, and it was. 
But when I commented on it to 
my father he showed me that that 
man of God had missed the mean- 
ing entirely! God does not mean 
that we shall never repent of His 
gifts and His callings. Rather He 
promises that He will never re- 
pent, will never change, will never 
turn from one of His gifts and 


.one of His callings. Oh, we who 


have been called of God to be 


saints, we who are His born-again 


children, we who have the promise 
of everlasting life and a home in 
Heaven, may be sure that God 
will never repent in this matter. 
He will not change His calling nor 
take back His gift, for “the gifts 
and calling of God are without 
repentance.” 


The sins of the backslider are 
all laid on Jesus, are already 
blotted out, are already forgiven. 
When Jesus died He died for ail 
my sins. When I trusted Him, I 
trusted Him for forgiveness for 
all of them, the sins of the future 
as well as those of the past. And 
so David cries exultantly, “Bless- 
ed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are cov- 
ered. Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin” 
(Rom. 4:7, 8). The backslider is a 
blessed man “unto whom God im- 
puteth righteousness without 
works” “(Rom. 4:6). 

Jesus promised that “him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise 


cast out.”’ The backslider deserves 


to be cast out, but he does not 
get what he deserves. God is faith- 
ful even when we are unfaithful. 
God keeps His covenant and ful- 
fills all His guarantees. 


God promised to all who believe 


in Christ “everlasting life’ and 
“eternal life.” “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life’ 
(John 3:36). Notice the “hath” 
which means “has.’”’ One who has 
trusted Christ already has ever- 
lasting life. And Jesus said in John 
6:47: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life.’ And John 5:24 
says that one who has trusted 
in Him has everlasting life and 
shall not ever come into condem- 
nation but is already passed out 
of death into life. Everlasting life 
is for the backslider, and all of 
us who have put our trust in 
Christ are at times  backsliders, 
but we still have what God him- 
self gave us out of His own abun- 
dance, everlasting life. 

The Holy Spirit lives in the body 
of every Christian. When _ the 
Christian sins, that unease, that 


unrest, that conviction which 
he has, is wrought in him 
by the blessed Holy Spirit 


who still ‘goes with the back- 
slider and never leaves’ him. 
The backslider is one of God’s 
sheep, and Jesus said, “My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my 
hand” (John 10:27, 28). Bless God 
for that promise! The word man 
in this verse is spelled in italics in 
your Bible which means it was 
not in the original at all. Actually 
that verse says: “Neither shall any 
pluck them out, of my hand.” No 
man nor devil, not even self, can 
pluck a child of God, one of God’s 
sheep, from His hand for He has 
already given him eternal life and 
such shall never perish, He says! 


Oh, backslider, I want you to 
remember that you have a place 
still in the Father’s house! Arise 
from the hogpen of sin! Come 
back home for the Father’s kiss 
of forgiveness and the ring of as- 
surance of sonship and the fatted 
ealf of rejoicing! God loves you 
still! You are His own, dear to 
His heart, bought with the blood 
of His Son. He will not let you go! 


In 1921 I read in a Chicago 
paper in the personals column a 
classified ad that stirred my heart 
and I have never forgotten it. It 
ran about like this: “Emma, please 
come home. Mother is sick and is 
calling for you. All is forgiven. 
Dad.” I do not know what poor 
girl had broken father’s and moth- 
er’s hearts, had gone down in sin 
with her wild companions so that 
She felt a stranger at home and 
thought that they no longer loved 
her. But whoever she was and 
wherever she was, they loved her 
still. The sick mother’s heart could 
not be comforted without her 
daughter. So the father paid for 
the ad in a million copies of a 
newspaper, longing for Emma to 
see it and know that she was still 
loved and was forgiven, and that 
they wanted her to come home. 
And, ch, backslider, I broadcast 
this plea from the Father's house, 
that you are to come on home! 
God loves you still. His heart 
yearns over you, and He will 
never let you go! Oh, come on 
back from your wandering and 
make God’s heart glad today! 


-V. How to Get Back into Full 
Fellowship with God 


If you are a backslider, then I 
have good news for you. The 
simplest and shortest part of this 
sermon is how to get back to God. 
Simply turn to God in your heart, 
confessing your sin and _backslid- 
ing, and He will receive you with 
open arms and forgive you of all 
your sins and failures and mis- 
takes. 


In I John 1:9 is this sweet verse 
for Christians, “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgiye us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” Isn’t 
that simple? We simply confess 
our sins honestly, and when we 
do, God is faithful and just to for- 
give us and cleanse us. 


Notice the terms “faithful” and 
“just.” What a strange saying 
about God! Why, that would seem 
as if God owed it to us to forgive 
us and cleanse us when we, His 
wayward children, confess our 
sin! A man is faithful when he 
keeps his promises, when he does 
his duty. Yes, and that is what 


forgive us, when we confess our 
sin, our backsliding, because that 
is within God’s bargain! The keep- 
ing, the forgiving, the cleansing 
day by day, all is a part of God’s 
covenant with us when we were 
saved. All that was purchased for 
us, on Calvary and is promised to 
every child of God, and so God 
simply keeps His promise faithful- 
ly. Every time we confess our sins, 
our backslidings, He quickly for- 
gives them and cleanses us from 
them. 


As a young preacher I preached 
on the prodigal son. I pictured 
the long, hard way home. How 
tired the poor fellow was! How 
his feet hurt as he stumbled along 
the rocky road without any shoes! 
Would he ever get home? And 
would the father receive him or 
send him away with scorn? I had 
that poor, prodigal boy plodding a 
long, painful way back to the 
father’s house. And then one day 
I discovered that I had made that 
up out of whole cloth. It was not 
even hinted in that wonderful 
story as Jesus told it in Luke 15: 
11-32. In one’ moment the boy is 
saying, “I will arise and go to my 
father.”’ And in the very same 
verse that tells us that the boy 
“arose, and came to his father,” 
we are told that “when he was 
yet a great way off, his father 
saw him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him.” What a lesson for 
anybody who wants to come to 
God. Whether for a lost sinner 
who wants salvation, or a back- 
slider who wants his blessing re- 
newed and his joy restored, it is 
only one step to the Father’s 
house! Oh, believe me, if you hon- 
estly in your heart confess your 
sin to God, He will forgive you 
and cleanse you in a moment! 


Be sure that you do not excuse 
your sin. Be sure that you do not 
make an alibi for it and cover it 
over. Any honest confession will 
mean you have a penitent heart 
that turns from your sin. with 
shame. 


And if you feel like weeping you 
may, weep. I suppose the prodigal 
boy wept when he came home. I 
know that when I was a back- 
slider and seemed a long way 
from God, I wept as I came back 
to confess my failures and my 
sins. But remember this, _ that 
whether there is weeping or no 
weeping, God wants honest heart- 
confession of your sin. And when 
you have confessed your backslid- 
ing, your coldness, your lack of 
joy, why, then you ought to believe 
that God has forgiven it as He 
promised, and that He has cleans- 
ed it. 


I think it would help you if you 
would get on your knees and read 
the fifty-first Psalm and let that 
divinely inspired prayer be the 
heart-cry of your own soul. It is 
the prayer of David, a backslider, 
and you might let it be your own, 
too. But remember this: All you 
need to do is to make an honest 
heart-confession of your sin to 
the Father and believe that He 
forgives you as He promised, and 
that He cleanses you from all your 
sins. And then you will have sweet 
fellowship with the Father. 


My six daughters are all dif- 
ferent. Each one has her own pe- 
culiar temptations. One is better 
about one thing, another is better 
about another thing. But one of 
these girls I have never been able 
to whip very much. For just as 
certain as she was caught in some 
sin, some disobedience, she would 
run and throw her arms around 
me, weeping, and say, “‘Oh, daddy, 
I’m sorry! I’m so sorry! Forgive 
me, daddy!” And so, if the prodi- 
gal son has already returned, why 
should the father send the sheriff 
and blcodhounds after him? And 
if the poor backslider is sorry for 
his sins and is willing to confess 
them to God, should God lay on 
the lash of chastisement? 


So, backslider, come. back to 
God with your hungry heart today 
and find peace and forgiveness. 

There is a life of victory and 
joy for every Christian, and you 
may have it. You will find, since 
you are still a sinner, that you 
will need daily to commit your 
sins to God. I John 1:7 says, “But 
if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” You may walk 
in the light every day. When a 
sin appears, confess it quickly to 


God, ask Him to forgive it, and 


God is. God is faithful and just to 
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with the Holy Spirit of promise. 

Use also Acts 5:32: 

“And we are his witnesses of 
these things; and so is also the 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath giwen 
TO THEM THAT OBEY HIM.” 
This will show that the Holy 
Spirit is given to those who obey 
Christ, and we cannot expect to 
receive the Holy Spirit until we 
have obeyed God by putting our 
trust in Jesus Christ and confes- 
sing Him openly before the world. 
A. verse which will be useful in 
this.connection as showing that it 
is after we confess Christ that 
He confesses us before the Father, 
is Matthew 10:32: 

“Whosoever therefore shall con- 
fess before men, him. will I confess 
also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” 

And so we have no right to ex- 
pect the sealing of the Holy Spirit 
until we have confessed Christ be- 
fore men. 

It is after we have believed that 
Wwe rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, I Peter 1:8: 

“Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Our duty is believing with the 
heart’ and confessing with the 
mouth, leaving the matter of feel- 
ing te God; Romans 10:10: 

“For with the heart man be- 
lieveth. unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” 


2. “Sorrow for Sin” 


The feeling that many are wait- 
ing for, is a feeling of sorrow for 
sin. If you find this to be the 
case with any individual with 
whom you are dealing, proceed as 
follows: 

(1) Use the passages already 
given to produce conviction of sin. 
(See Chapter VI, Section I.) 

(2) Show that it is not sorrow 
for sin, but turning away from sin 
and accepting Christ that God de- 
mands. For this purpose use the 
following passages: 

“Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.”’—Isa. 55: 


“But as many as received him, to 


every day you may live in the 
smile of God’s presence, in a con- 
scious communion of His blessed 
Spirit. You need not wait to fall 
into outbroken sin and shame but 
can have rich blessing and victory 
every day. 

Perhaps some backslider who 
reads this today is ready to come 
back to God. It would comfort 
my heart, and I believe would 
make the matter more definite 
and clear and joyful in your own, 
if you would write it down and 
Say so. Suppose you write me the 
following letter, or one similar to 
it, and send it to me, if you today, 
dear backslidden Christian, will 
come back to the Father’s house. 


A Backslider’s Return 


Evangelist John. R. Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your message on 
BACKSLIDERS. I once trusted 
in Christ as my Saviour, and be- 
lieve that He forgave me, but 
I ‘now confess that I have wan- 
dered away. I have grieved God by 
my sins. But I want to come back, 
and I believe His promise that 
“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (I John 1:9). 
Therefore I here and now sign 
this statement confessing my 
backsliding and repenting of my 
sin. I trust my heavenly Father 
to forgive me as He promised, and 
to cleanse me today. By His help 
I will strive to live to please Him. 


Date 


Signed 
Address 


(This sermon available in large 24-page 
ponent, lie each, seven copies $1.00 or 
book of eleven sermons by John R. Rice, 
WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT OF 
THEIR CLOSETS, 192 pages, $2.00. Sword 
of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, or at your 


He does then and there. And so 


book dealer, by mail send 15c for packing 


them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.”—John 1:12. 
“And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thow shalt 
be saved, and thy house.”—Acts 
16:31. 

“Then Peter said unto them, Re- 
pent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive.the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.’’—Acts, 2:38. 


XIV. “I Have Been Seeking 
Christ. but Cannot 
- Find Him” 

1. It is well oftentimes to say 
to one who raises this difficulty “I 
ean tell you just when you will 
find Christ.” This will probably 
awaken surprise, but insist, “Yes, 
I can tell you just when you will 
find Christ. If you will turn to 
Jeremiah 29:13, you will find the 
exact time when you will find 
Christ.” Then let him read: 

“And ye shall seek me, and find 
me, WHEN YE SHALL SEARCH 
FOR ME WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART.” 


“Now this verse tells the time 
when you fill find Christ; when 
is it?” “When ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.” ‘“The faet 
is, up to this time, you have not 
been seeking for Him with all your 
heart. Are you ready to let go of 
everything else and seek Him to- 
day with all your heart?” This 
passage has been used in a great 
many cases to lead out one who 
has been seeking Christ for years, 
into a real acceptance of Him. 


2. It is well sometimes to say 
to one who raises this difficulty, 
“Then you are seeking Christ?: 
Well, did you know that Christ 
also is seeking you?” Then turn 
to Luke 19:10 (or Luke 15:3-10) 
and read. “Now you say you are 
seeking Christ, and Christ says He 
is seeking you; how long ought it 
to take for you to find one an- 
other? Will you just come to 
Christ and trust Him here and 
now?” 

3. Sometimes the best thing to 
do is to say, “Well, if you are 
earnestly seeking Christ, let me 
show you how to find Him.” Then 
deal with the inquirer in the way 
described in Chapter V. 


XV. “Christians Are So 
Inconsistent” 


This is one of the most common 
difficulties that we meet. Probably 
the best passage to use is Rom- 
ans 14:12: 

“So then every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God’? 

When a person raises this dif- 
ficulty, you can say, “So you are 
troubled about the sins of Chris- 
tians; let me show you from God’s 
own Word what He says about 
that.” Then have him read the 
passage. When he has read the 
passage, ask, “Who does God say 
you will have to give an account 
of?” “Myself.” ‘Not of inconsist- 
ent Christians then?” “No.” “Are 
you ready to give an account of 
yourself to God?” The mere read- 
ing of this verse without comment, 
has led many who have been 
dwelling upon the inconsistency of. 
others, to see themselves lost and: 


‘|}undone before God, and to turn 


and accept Christ right there. 


Another useful passage is Ros» 
mans 2:1-5. Hand it to the in- 
quirer and ask him to read it care- 
fully. When he has read it, ask 
him if this passage does not des- 
cribe him, if he is not judging 
others for doing the very things he 
does himself. Then ask him what: 
God says about those who judge 
others for what they are doing: 
themselves. Ask him further what: 
God says in the third verse that» 
such a person will not escape. Ask 
him what the fourth verse tells 
him that he is really doing; and: 
then ask him what the fifth verse: 
tells him he is treasuring up for 
himself. . 

In many cases Matthew 7:1-5. 
will be found useful. 


XVI. “There Is Some One I 
Cannot Forgive” 


This is often the difficulty even 
when it is not stated. I have fre- 
quently found that when people 
told me they could not accept 
Christ and did not know why, the 
real difficulty was here, there was 


and postage.) 


(Continued on page 11) 
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or who they thought had wronged 


~ Personal Work i in Soul Winning 


(Continued from page 10) 


some one who had wronged them, 


them, and they would not forgive 
them. } 

1. The first thing to do with 
such a one is to say, “You must 
forgive or perish.” To prove this, 
use Matthew 6:15: 

“But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” 

Follow this up with Matthew 
18 :21-35. 

2. Say to the person,“The wrong 
they have done you is nothing to 
the wrong you have done Jesus 
Christ.” Here use Ephesians 4:32: 

“And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.” 

You might also use Matthew 
18 :23-35. 

3. Next show the inquirer that 
he can forgive the other in 
Christ’s strength. Use for this pur- 
pose Philippians 4:13 and Gala- 
tians 5:22, 23: 

“TI can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.’ 

“But the fruit of the Smirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek- 
mess, temperance, against such 
there is no law.” 


XVII. “A Professed Christian 
Has Done Me a Great 
Wrone” 

1. First you can reply by saying, 
“That is no reason why you should 
wrong Christ; has He wronged 
you?” Use Jeremiah 2:5: 

“Thus saith the Lord, What in- 
iquity have your fathers found IN 
ME, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?” 

Ask the inquirer if he has found 
any evil in Christ, that that is 
what God is asking Him. One 
night I turned to an aged man 
and asked him if he was a Chris- 
tian. He replied no, that he was 
a backslider. I asked him why he 
had backslidden, and he said 
Christian people had treated him 
badly. I opened my Bible and read 
Jeremiah 2:5 to him, and asked 
him, “Did you find any iniquity in 
God; did God not treat you well?” 
With a good deal of feeling the 
man admitted that God had not 
treated him badly. I held him right 
to this point of God’s treatment of 
him and not man’s, and his treat- 
ment of God. It is well to follow 
this passage up with Isaiah 53:5 
as bringing out very vividly just 
what Christ’s treatment of us has 
been. 


2. In the next place you can say 
to the one who raises this dif- 
ficulty, “The fact that a professed 
Christian has done you a great 
mjury is no reason why you should 
do yourself a greater injury by 
refusing Christ and losing eternal 
life and being lost forever.’ Then 
you can say, “Let me show you 
what injury you are doing your- 
self by rejecting Christ.’’ Use for 
this purpose John 3:36 and II 
Thessalonians 1:7-9: 

“He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” 

“And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, In flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


XVIII. “I Have Done a Great 
Wrong and Will Have to Make 
It Right and Cannot” 


1. Tell the inquirer to take 
Christ first, and leave the matter 
of settling the wrong with Him, 
that he cannot settle the matter 
as it ought to be settled until he 
has first taken Christ. Make it 
very plain that the only thing God 


Changing Your 
Address? 


We must know your 
new address 3 weeks in 
advance so you won't 
Miss an issue! Write to: 


The Sword of the Lord 


requires of a sinner is to accept 
Christ, and all other questions 
must be left until that point has 
been settled. Use John 3:36 for 
this purpose, and Acts 10:43. 

2. Show him further that if 
there is any wrong to be made 
right, Christ will give him strength 
to make it right, and use for this 
purpose Philippians 4:13. 


XIX, “I Have Sinned Away 
the Day of Grace” 

This is a very serious difficulty. 
It often arises from a poor state 
of health and a morbid condition 
of mind, but I have never found 
a case that would not yield to 
prayerful and judicious treatment. 
The best passage to use, and one 
that generally proves sufficient, is 
John 6:37, the last clause: 
“Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out.” 
It is oftentimes necessary to 
read it over and over and over 
again, sometimes for days and 
days. Hold the inquirer to the one 
thought that God says He is ready 
to receive any one who will come, 
urging him to come now. 
Another useful passage is Ro- 
mans 10:13: 
“For WHOSOEVER shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
Dwell upon the ‘‘whosoever.”’ 
The case of Manasseh as re- 
corded in II Chronicles 33:1-13 
is useful as showing the extent to 
which one can go and yet how 
God will receive them to Himself, 
if they only humble themselves 
before Him. 

Luke 23:39-43 is oftentimes use- 
ful as showing how one was saved 
even in the hour of death. 


XX. “It Is too Late” 


This difficulty is very much like 
the preceding one, and the same 
passage, John 6:37 is also useful 
in this case. Oftentimes, however, 
Deuteronomy 4:30, 31 will prove 
more helpful: 

“When thou art in tribulation, 
and all these things are come upon 
thee, EVEN IN THE LATTER 
DAYS, if thou turn to the Lord 
thy God, and shalt be obedient 
unto his voice; (For the Lord thy 
God is a merciful God;) he will not 
forsake thee, neither destroy thee, 


nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers which he sware unto 
them,” 


In using the passage, emphasize 
the thought, “even in the latter 
days.” 

Still another passage is II Peter 
3:9: 

“The Lord is not slack concern- 
ing his promise, as some men 
count slackness: but is longsuf- 
fering to us-ward, NOT WILLING 
THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH, 
but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” 

It shows that God is not willing 
that any should perish, and that 
the reason why He delays His 
judgment is that men may be 
brought to repentance. 


Luke 23 :39-43 is useful as show- 
ing that one was saved even as 
late as his dying hour, and Reve- 
lation 22:17 tells us that whoso- 
ever will may take of the water 
of life freely. 


XXI. “I Have Committed the 
Unpardonable Sin” 


1.°The first thing to do in this 
case is to show just what the un- 
pardonable sin is. For this pur- 
pose use Matthew 12:31, 32, not- 
ing the context. This passage 
taken in its context makes it plain 
that the unpardonable sin is blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, 
and that blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost consists in deliberately 
attributing to the Devil, the work 
which is known to have been 
wrought by the Holy Spirit. Hav- 
ing shown just what the unpar- 
donable sin is, ask the inquirer, 
“Have you done this? Have you 
deliberately attributed the work 
which you knew to be done by the 
Holy Spirit to the Devil?” In al- 
most every case, if not in every 
case, it will be found that the in- 
quirer has not done this. 


2. Having shown what the un- 
pardonable sin is, and that the 
inquirer has not committed it, 
use John 6:37 as in the preceding 
case. Even if the inquirer thinks 
that he has committed the blas- 


Jesus Christ says about those who 
come to Him, and then ask him if 
he will come to Christ right now. 
If he says, “I have committed the 
unpardonable sin,” reply that it 
does not say, “Him that has not 
committed the unpardonable sin 
that comes to me I will in no wise 
cast out,” but, “Him that cometh 
to me, I will in no wise cast out,” 
and put the question again, ‘Will 
you come?” To every new excuse 
that arises, simply repeat the 
promise, “Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out,” and 
repeat the question, “Will you 
come?” If he raises some new dif- 
ficulty, as probably he will, simply 
say, “Jesus says, ‘Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out’— 
will you come?” Repeat and re- 
peat and repeat, over and over 
again, until this promise is fairly 
burned into the heart, praying all 
the time for the Holy Spirit to 
carry it home. 


A man was once sent to me who 
was in the depths of despair, He 
had attempted suicide some five 
times. He felt he had sinned away 
the day of grace, and committed 
the unpardonable sin, and that the 
Devil had entered into him as he 
did into Judas Iscariot. Day after 
day I dealt with him, always us- 
ing John 6:37. To every excuse and 
difficulty he would bring up I 
would simply say, “Jesus says, 
‘Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out.’”’ I met him 
at last one day for a final conflict. 
I said to him, “Do you believe 
what Jesus says?” 


He replied, “Yes, I 
everything in the Bible.” 
“Well,” I said, “Did not Jesus 
say, ‘Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out’?” 
“Yes,” he replied. I said, 
you come?” 


He replied, “I have committed 
the unpardonable § sin.” I said 
“Jesus did not say, ‘If any man 
has not committed the unpardon- 
able sin, and comes to me I will 
in no wise cast him out’; He said, 
‘Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out’; will you come?” 
He said, “I am possessed of the 
Devil.” I replied, “Jesus did not 
say, ‘If a man is not possessed of 
the Devil and comes to me I will in 
no wise cast him out’; He said, 
‘Him that cometh to me, I will 
in no wise cast out’; will you 
come?” 

He said, “The Devil has actually 
entered into me.” I replied; ‘Jesus 
did not say, ‘If the Devil has not 
entered into a man and he comes 
to me I will in no wise cast him 
out’; He said, ‘Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out’; 
will you come?” 

He said, “My heart is too hard 
to come.” I replied, “Jesus did not 
say, ‘If a man’s heart is not too 
hard and he comes to me, I will 
in no wise cast him out’; He said, 
‘Him that cometh to’ me, I will 


believe 


“Will 


in no wise cast out’; will you 
come?” 
He said, “I don’t feel like com- 


ing.” I replied, ‘Jesus did not say, 
‘If any man feels like coming, and 
comes to me, I will in no wise cast 
him out’; He said, ‘Him that com- 
eth to me, I will in no wise cast 
out’; will you come?” 

He said, “I don’t know as I can 
come in the right way.” I replied, 
“Jesus did not say, ‘If any man 
cometh unto me in the right way, 
I will in no wise cast him out’; He 
said, ‘Him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out’; will you 
come?”’ 

He said, “I do not know as I 
want to come.” I replied, “Jesus 
did not say, ‘He that wants to 
come, and comes to me I will in 
no wise cast out’; He said, ‘Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out’; will you come?” 

He said, “I don’t know as I 
know how to come.” I replied, 
“Jesus did not say, ‘He that 
knows how to come, and comes 
to me I will in no wise cast out’; 
He said, ‘Him that cometh to me, 
I will in no wise cast out’; will 
you come? Will you get down here 
now and come just the best you 
know how?” 

Hesitatingly the man_ knelt 
down, I asked him to follow me in 
prayer. I prayed about as follows: 

“Lord Jesus, thou hast said ‘Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out’; now the best I 
know how, I just come.” 

The man repeated the words 
after me. I said, “Did you really 
come?” 

“Yes,” he said, ‘TI did.” 

Then he said, “What has Jesus 


Wheaton, Illinois 


phemy against the Holy Ghost, use 
John 6:37. Ask the inquirer what 


but what does Jesus say he has| 
done? ‘Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out.’ What 
has Jesus done, what does He say 
He has done?”’ 
He replied, 
me,” 
I said, “Are you willing to stand 
there on the naked Word of God?” 
He replied, “I will.” 

“Now,” I said, “You are going to 
your room. I have no doubt that 
the Devil will give you an awful 
fight, but will you stand right 
there on the word of Jesus, ‘Him 
that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out’?”’ 

He replied, “I will.” 
to his room. 

The Devil did come and assail 
him, and try to get him to look 
at his own heart, his own feelings, 
and his doubts, but he kept look- 
ing to the promise of Jesus, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out’; he believed that 
naked promise, he came out of his 
struggle a victor. This was eight 
or nine years ago. Today he is one 
of thé most useful men in Amer- 
ica. 


“He has received 


He went 


XXII. Hebrews 6:4-6 
“For it is impossible for those 
who were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, And have tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, IF THEY 
SHALL FALL AWAY, TO RE- 
NEW THEM AGAIN UNTO RE- 
PENTANCE; seeing they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God a- 
fresh, and put him to an open 
shame.” 

Very many men and women are 
in deep distress of soul over this 
passage. They fear that ‘it des- 
cribes them, and that there is no 
hope of their salvation. The way 
to deal with such a person is to 
explain to him the exact meaning 
of the passage. 

1. Show him first of all, that it 
is addressed to Hebrew Christians 
who were in danger of apostatiz- 
ing, renouncing Christ and going 
back to Judaism. Then ask him 
if this describes his case. Of course 
he will say that it does not. Fur- 
thermore show him that it does 
not describe a person who has 
merely fallen in sin, but one who 
has fallen away, that is, aposta- 


his case. In most cases, of course, 
it will be found that it does not. 


2. In the next place show him 


that the difficulty is not that God 
is not willing to receive such a one 
back, but that it is impossible 
“to renew them again unto repent- 
ance.” that is, that their hearts 
are utterly hardened, and they 


have no desire to come to Christ. 


Then show him that this does not 


describe his case, the very fact 


of his being in anxiety and bur- 


den of heart proving that it does 
not. 

3. Sometimes all of this fails, if 
so, simply go over the fourth verse 
and ask him if that has really 
been his experience, if he has 
actually been made a partaker of 
the Holy Ghost. 


4. Show him by the case of 
Peter that one who has been a 
follower of Christ may fall into 
deep sin, and yet be restored and 
become more useful than ever. 
Use for this purpose Luke 22:31, 
34, Mark 14:66-72, and John 21: 
15-19. 

>. Finally use John 6:37, as de- 
scribed above. 


XXIII. Hebrews 10:26, 27 


“For IF WE SIN WILFULLY 
AFTER THAT WE HAVE RE- 
CHIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE TRUTH, THERE REMAIN- 
ETH NO MORE SACRIFICE 
FOR SINS, But a certain fearful 
looking for judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries.” 

Many are troubled by this pas- 
Sage just as others are troubled 
by Hebrews 6:4-6. I have met many 
in deepest anguish because they 
thought that this described their 
experience. The way to deal with 
such a one is to show him exactly 
the meaning of the verse. Explain 
to him that the word “wilfully” 
means deliberately, and of stub- 
born choice. It is the same word 
that is translated willingly in I 
Peter 5:2. It does not describe a 
man who in weakness falls into 
sin, but a man who, with his 
whole heart, rejects obedience to 
God and the service of Christ, 
and throws himself with all his 
soul into sin. Ask him if this des- 
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§ THE PENDULUM HAS SWUNG... Every day more and more young 
people are saying, “No thanks ... We don’t drink” . . . More and more 
these young people are seeing with their own eyes what alcohol does. 
What they see is not the pretty picture so often shown in the multi- 
colored ads. They see something different. 


They see mounting tragedies caused by alcohol... broken homes, brawls, 
industrial accidents, hopeless alcoholics, Skid Row derelicts that roam 
our cities, suicides, murders, traffic accidents involving drinking that 
yearly take more than 8,000 lives and injure over 200,000! 


THESE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE WAKING UP... They find you don’t 
have to drink to be smart, that you can say “No thanks” and still get 
along fine ... They do not believe that everyone drinks. They see total 
abstainers all over America—Well-known athletes, prominent political 
leaders important businessmen. They find you don’t have to drink to be 
a success. 


They are learning the real truth about alcohol and automobiles. They 
know you don’t have to be drunk to be a killer on the highway... that 
the occasional social.drinker is just as great a menace as the alcoholic... 
that only two drinks can impair your driving ability more than 25% 
... that alcohol is responsible for 30% to 40% of all fatal accidents... 
that last year alcohol traffic accidents killed three times as many peo- 
ple as polio! 
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YES, IT PAYS IN DOLLARS ... If you do not drink, you are a Preferred 
Risk and can buy auto insurance at a savings up to 25%. In 1946, with 
a start of only 200 policyholders, temperance and insurance leaders, 
headed by Rev. Sam Morris, launched the Preferred Risk Mutual Insur- 
ance Company. 


It’s purpose:—to write automobile insurance exclusively for people who 
do not drink. Its theory:—those who do not drink should not have to 
pay for the accidents of those who do... They should get a lower rate. 


Today, theory has become actuality ... Fewer losses have justified 
the lower rates. Company assets have zoomed to over $2,000,000. The 200 
policyholders have grown to over 70,000. By its success, Preferred Risk 
has made insurance history. More important it has now clearly proved 
... it pays to abstain. 


If you are a non-drinker, you qualify for this reduced rate auto insurance. 
For full details without obligation return this coupon for an immediate 
quotation. You do not have to wait until your present insurance ex- 
pires. Do it now. 


IMPORTANT . .. Non-drinker means total abstainer, The occasional 
social drinker is not eligible for this auto insurance. 


i 
i 
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Co. SL-654 ; 
2506 Grand Ave., Des Moines 12, lowa 
' 
Please give me, without obligation, complete information about your Auto ; 
Insurance for Total Abstainers. 
i 
Name Rig w ren amas POO Age____ Occupation sige t an 
Address i at State i 
Make of Car Year Model & Body Type 


Age of youngest driver in household? 


Date present insurance expires 


Use of Car: [] Bus. [] Pleas. [ ] To and From Work . Miles One Way 


Marital Status of [ ] Married With Children 


Principal Driver [ ] Single Living at Home 
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